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We are now the Provincial Outreach Program for the Early Years
our new website address is:

www.popey.ca
learn more about us - All About POPEY video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=zDxuNNnRleM&feature=youtu.be


What We’ll Look at This Morning…

POPEY co-planned this workshop's objectives 
in consultation with SD 81’s POPEY District Partner &  

Professional Development Committee Members

• engaging literacy activities that foster language development 

• using fiction and non-fiction mentor texts to launch literacy 
activities 

Strategies, resources and ideas for:



Building a Supportive, Connected 
& Engaged Classroom Community



Brain Friendly Classrooms & Schools
✓safe and secure environments

• predictable routines & conditions 
• emotional respect

✓collaboration
• safe social collaboration 
• daily opportunities to use dialogue 
• listening attentively & respecting ideas

✓firsthand & multi-sensory experiences
• doing the “real thing” 
• promote brain growth and neural connections

✓choice and self-directedness
• empowering & engaging 
• take responsibility for learning 
• releases dopamine

 Adapted from - The Motivated Brain - Gregory & Kaufeldt



Student Centred-Learning

Adapted from - Teaching with the Brain in Mind - Jensen

Engaging the brain helps to increase students' intrinsic motivation.    
To keep their attention, teachers should:

✓provide choices  

✓provide change of location 

✓provide balance of novelty and ritual 

✓make learning relevant 

✓make learning personal 

✓make learning engaging - emotional, energetic, physical



Planning with Brain Compatible Activities in Mind
Engaging all four of the learning modalities:

From - Formative Assessment in a Brain-Compatible Classroom - Tate

brainstorming & 
discussion 

humour 

figurative language 
metaphors, similes… 

mnemonic devices 

cooperative groups 

‘you’re the expert’ 
kids teaching each other 

storytelling

Auditory

drawing & artwork 
field trips 
games 
mnemonic devices 
graphic organizers 
word webs 
manipulatives 
hands-on activities 
experiments, building… 

project/inquiry 
based learning 
technology 
writing activities

Tactile

graphic organizers 

word webs 

word clouds 

figurative language 
metaphors, similes… 

mnemonic devices 

project/inquiry 
based learning 

technology 

visualization 

visuals

Visual

drawing & artwork 

field trips 

games 

movement 
body breaks, yoga brain gym… 

role-play 

dramatic play 

work work play

Kinesthetic



Planning for Comprehensive Literacy
Sample activities to support:

‣ read to stuffed animals 
‣ act out the story 
‣ read around the room 
‣ read a story using 
character voices 

‣ partner reading 
‣ be a detective 
‣ retell a story - favourite 
parts 

‣ retell a book - written 
‣ book review  

(video, podcast, writing…) 

‣ group discussions 
(literacy circles, literacy 
centres, book clubs….)

‣ silly sentences 
‣ write an ABC book 
‣ write a “how-to” book 
‣ show your story 
‣ you're the expert 
‣ snail mail 
‣ re-writing a story-act it 
out 

‣ write a screenplay 
‣ be a writing thief! 

(using books as inspiration…) 

‣ tech writing 
(using tech/apps to create…)

‣ letter sort 
‣ letter dance 
‣ make letters 
‣ tactile letters 
‣ guess the letter 
‣ alphabet art 
‣ alphabet hopscotch 
‣ name detective 
‣ making words 
‣ sorting words 
‣ word hunts 
‣ word games 
‣ illustrating words 
‣ be a mind reader

‣ theatrical retelling a book 
‣ use puppets to retell a 
book 

‣ use props to retell a book 
‣ adapt a book - make a 
movie 

‣ reading a reader's 
theatre script 

‣ performing reader's 
theatre 

‣ write a play & perform it 
‣ creating ads for 
performances 

‣ critical thinking questions 
‣ ‘would you rather’ 
questions 

‣ examining pictures/
illustrations & discussing 

‣ free play

POPEY K-3 Literacy Centres

https://www.popey.ca/sites/default/files/resource_downloads/Literacy%20Centres.pdf


Buddy 
Book Walk

Engaging the Brain

image from amazon.ca

http://amazon.ca
https://www.amazon.ca/


Comprehensive Literacy 
& Engaging Activities to Support



Word Work 
Concepts of Print 

Phonological Awareness 
Letter Knowledge & Sounds 

 High Frequency Words 
Vocabulary 

Spelling & Word Study

Oral Language

Reading 

Active Read Aloud 

Shared Reading 

Guided Reading 

Independent Reading 

Writing 

Modelled Writing 

Shared/Interactive Writing 

Guided Writing 

Independent Writing

Adapted From - Guided Reading Basics - Jamison & The Fountas & Pinnell Literacy Continuum - Fountas & Pinnell

Comprehensive Literacy Framework



I do, you watch

I do, you help

You do it together

You do, I help

You do, I watch

Gradual Release of Responsibility: Scaffolded Support



Mini-Lesson Format
Connection

• connect the context of the day’s teaching with the work the class has been doing  
• name the teaching point for the lesson  
• about 1 minute

Teach
• crystallize what you plan to teach in this mini-lesson - today’s goal & steps to reach it 
• provide concrete instruction to demonstrate today’s skill or strategy 
• 2-3 minutes

Active Engagement
• “Now you try it” - and provide students with a little bit of guided practice (scaffolded learning) 
• everyone has a go, working with a partner or small group, while the teacher listens and coaches 
• 2-3 minutes

Link
• re-state the teaching point – connect it to not just today, but every day 
• they go and do their own work – working independently & collaboratively with their partners 
• about 1 minute

Format from - Units of Study - Calkins & The Reading and Writing Project

= 10 minutes



"If children are not spending a significant portion 
of their day engaged in texts that allow them to 
practice the strategies we are modelling, then we 

cannot possibly expect them to take on these 
strategies and use them independently."

From - Catching Readers Before They Fall - Johnson & Keier



Think About Yourself as a Reader

✦choose what you want to read 
✦read for a variety of purposes 
✦have opportunities to read for long periods of time 
✦respond through reflection, conversation, and collaboration 
✦sometimes share your thinking and insights with others

From - Reading with Meaning: Teaching Comprehension in the Primary Grades - Miller 

You probably:

think about how you can provide your 
students with these same opportunities...



• pretend, imitate & practice reading behaviours

• begin to understand concepts of print

• become familiar with words, letters & rhymes 

Early

The Developmental Stages of Reading

Emergent

• know how to break words into letters &/or sounds

• know that print represents sounds & words

• understand most concepts of print

• know how sounds translate into letters & letter clusters

• develop decoding & problem solving skills

• acquire a collection of high frequency words

• rely on pictures, initial consonants and other cues

• identify words with greater skill & ease 
• apply more complex comprehension strategies

• have a bigger bank of sight words

• stronger decoding skills

• cueing systems to support comprehension

Fluent

Adapted from - A Guide to Effective Instruction in Reading - K-3 - Ontario Education



Adapted from - The Reading Strategies Book - Serravallo

Possible Reading Goals

PRE-EMERGENT & EMERGENT READERS

engagement using sources of information

fluency conversationwriting about reading

comprehension

fiction 

plot & setting 

characters 

vocabulary 

themes & ideas

non-fiction 

main idea 

details 

vocabulary 

features of text

this work doesn’t just occur during Reading Workshop - it can happen during Word Work & Writing Workshop too



Reading Workshop/Reading Block Structure

Adapted from: Units of Study - Reading - Calkins & Mindsets and Moves - Goldberg & The Daily Five - Boushey & Moser

mini-
lesson/
focus 
lesson

independent reading time

Teacher is: 
• conferring with students 
• teaching small groups 
• providing mid-workshop small 
teaching moments

Students are: 
• reading privately  

read to self 
• reading with a partner 

read to someone

sharing
‣ teacher 
‣ students

★ celebration

HOW the classroom runs



Adapted from - The Reading Strategies Book - Serravallo

goal

skill

strategy

strategy

strategy

strategy

strategy

strategy

skill

strategy

strategy

strategy

skill

How to Meet Reading Goals



Adapted from - The Reading Strategies Book - Serravallo & Units of Study in Reading - Calkins & The Reading and Writing Project

word choice

Sample Plan

expect & 
look out for 
keywords

use the 
words 

you know

work with a 
partner to 

predict 
keywords

what 
words do 
you know 
already?

Goal - Reading Non-Fiction - Vocabulary



Talk the 
Talk

‣We want to talk the talk of bears

Adapted from - Units of Study in Reading - Calkins & The Reading and Writing Project

What words might I run into?

• when you start to read about a new topic - you want to think - 

‣What are some keywords about bears that we already know?

• we’re going to read a book about bears 



Read-Aloud

image from getepic.com



Talk the 
Talk

• think about the lingo you’re going to find in your books

Adapted from - Units of Study in Reading - Calkins & The Reading and Writing Project

What words might I run into?

• in partners/groups & with your own non-fiction books

• talk the talk of your topic

‣What are some keywords that we already know?

• read your book with your partner/group - notice when you read the lingo 

you brainstormed!



“Primary classrooms should be places where there are 
writing demonstrations and discussions  

every day about what comes next and why. 

They should be places where there's a strong 
connection between reading and writing, as students 

look to mentor texts as models."

From - 6+1 Traits of Writing - Culham



A Learning Pathway for Young Writers

Adapted from - Units of Study in Writing - Calkins & The Reading and Writing Project

will draw and write as motor activities 

will convey meaning in their drawings, but if they write at all, it may 
be unclear what their marks say 

will write - but seem to use random letters

Some children…

know some letters and sounds but don’t yet write them 

label drawings - but don’t yet write readable sentences 

write all-about books and stories (and other genres too)



• oral language can equal print

• imitates adult writing

• understanding concepts of print

Early

A Guide to Effective Instruction in Writing - K-3 - Ontario EducationAdapted from:

The Developmental Stages of Writing

• groups sentences into paragraphs

• uses forms for the appropriate audience

•follows the steps of the writing process

•writes for a variety of purposes

• uses a variety of spelling strategies

Fluent

•writing is used to communicate a message

•begins to understand the purpose for writing

• uses some basic writing forms

•expresses ideas in simple sentences

•often uses inventive spelling

Emergent

http://www.eworkshop.on.ca/edu/resources/guides/guide_writing_%20k_3.pdf


Adapted from - The Writing Strategies Book - Serravallo

Possible Writing Goals

composing with pictures engagement generating ideas

this work doesn’t just occur during Writing Workshop - it can happen during Word Work & Reading Workshop too

focus & meaning organization & structure working with writing partners

elaboration word choice

conventions - spelling conventions - grammar & punctuation



Writing Block Structure

Adapted from: Units of Study - Writing - Calkins & The Reading and Writing Project and Mindsets and Moves - Goldberg

independent writing time

mini-
lesson

Teacher is: 
• conferring with students 
• teaching small groups 
• providing mid-workshop     
small teaching moments

Students are: 
• writing privately 
• working with writing 
partners (conferring, 
editing, etc.)

sharing
‣ teacher 
‣ students

★ celebration

HOW the classroom runs



Adapted from - The Writing Strategies Book - Serravallo

goal

genre

strategy

strategy

strategy

strategy

strategy

strategy

genre

How to Meet Writing Goals



Adapted from - The Writing Strategies Book - Serravallo

narrative  
texts

important 
people

Sample Plan

start with a 
character

jot today, 
write 

tomorrow

observe 
closely

moments 
with strong 

feelings

Goal - Generating Ideas



Zooming 
 In

Adapted from - Units of Study in Writing - Calkins & The Reading and Writing Project

‣ a story about my life 

‣ a story about school 

‣ a story about my family 

‣ a story about my vacation

• think about some of the true stories that you could write about:

• those are BIG STORIES - as big as a 

• when you pick a topic to write about - stop & think - 

does it feel like I’m carrying a watermelon?



Mentor Text Read-Aloud

image from amazon.ca

http://amazon.ca
https://www.amazon.ca/


What helps you when you write?

Writing

Writing 
Tips

Adapted from - Units of Study in Writing - Calkins & The Reading and Writing Project

• we’re going to think about a big          topic -

• make your own       story that came out of our big          topic

• take turns & tell each other your favourite writing tips - think about:

✓list out different seeds - or tips - for your story 
‣count out each idea across your fingers

• write &/or draw out your different seed ideas or writing tips

Separates the 
formulating of 

sentences from the 
difficult task of 
writing sentences



Writing Tips by ___________

Adapted from - The Teacher Couple - Ralph Tells a Story Activities

What helps you when you write? Share your best writing tip or more!

Draw and/or write your tip(s).

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Ralph-Tells-a-Story-Reading-and-Writing-Activities-1509266


Transferring Word Work to 
Reading and Writing



Effective Routines for Developing Word Solvers

‣ scaffolded reading and writing activities 

‣ alphabet games, stories, poems and songs 

‣ predictable charts 

‣ sound activities - sorting, blending, substituting, matching 

‣ letter and word sorts

Adapted from - Comprehensive Literacy Resource for Kindergarten; Grades 1-2 Teachers - Trehearne 

Students should have daily experiences with:

‣ making words activities 

‣ word and sentence segmenting activities  

‣ syllable sorting and segmenting activities 

‣ word wall activities 

‣ word guessing games



Word Work Must Be Transferred

Adapted from - Units of Study in Phonics - Calkins, Louis & The Reading and Writing Project

The goal of word work instruction is to support kids’ progress 
as readers and writers.

‣ instruction in Word Work matters because it enables reading & writing 

‣ the pace & content of your Word Work needs to align with the work the 
kids are doing as readers & writers

word work activity        finding words in books          finding words in their writing 

‣ the sequence of your high-frequency words/word wall words should align 
with reading & writing instruction 

‣ your activities should connect:



Adapted from - The Writing Strategies Book - Serravallo

spelling in 
context

long or 
short 
word?

Sample Plan

consult 
the 

alphabet 
chart

write, 
reread, 
write, 
reread

spell as 
best you 
can - on 
the first 

go

use your 
resources 
to spell

use words 
you know 
to spell 
unknown 
words

this work doesn’t just occur during Word Work time - it can happen during Reading & Writing Workshop too

Goal - Conventions



Word-Part  
Power

• in your groups - you’re going to get a magic word at
•          can be turned into many words & be part of many wordsat

• use your word-part power and make more         wordsat

• use your rhyming words to write a poem or story

‣ use your alphabet chart/blends chart to help, if you need

‣ think about & use Cat in the Hat as an example, if you need

Adapted from - Units of Study in Phonics - Calkins, Louis & The Reading and Writing Project



at at at
at at at
at at at



a b c d

e f g h i

j k l m n



o p q r

s t u v

wx y z



By:_______________________

My   Word Writingat



Adapted from - Units of Study in Writing - Calkins, The Reading and Writing Project

Imagine if we didn’t engage babies in conversations until 
they could correctly pronounce whole sentences. 

If we don’t engage youngsters in the real work 
of reading & writing … until they can accurately read 
& write whole sentences, we risk slowing their learning.



This Morning we Looked at…

Strategies, resources and ideas for:

• engaging literacy activities that foster language development 

• using fiction and non-fiction mentor texts to launch literacy 
activities 

POPEY co-planned this workshop's objectives 
in consultation with SD 81’s POPEY District Partner &  

Professional Development Committee Members



sasha@popey.ca

@POPEYBC popeybc

additional resources to support today’s learning 
are at the back of the eHandout

POPEY
Provincial Outreach Program 

for the Early Years
Sasha Žekulin

www.popey.ca

pinterest.ca/popeybc

mailto:sasha@popey.ca
https://twitter.com/POPEYBC
https://www.instagram.com/popeybc/
http://www.popey.ca
https://www.popey.ca
https://www.pinterest.ca/popeybc/


Additional POPEY Docs to Support

Comprehensive Reading - Activities & Levels of Support 

Comprehensive Writing - Activities & Levels of Support 

Language Games to Support Phonological Awareness

K-3 Literacy Centre Ideas

Literacy Instructional Strategies

Planning Strategies to Consider

Planning & Strategies to Support English Language Learners

Universal Design for Learning Supports

https://www.popey.ca/sites/default/files/resource_downloads/Comprehensive%20Reading%20-%20Activities%20&%20Levels%20of%20Support_0.pdf
https://www.popey.ca/sites/default/files/resource_downloads/Comprehensive%20Writing%20-%20Activities%20&%20Levels%20of%20Support_0.pdf
https://www.popey.ca/sites/default/files/resource_downloads/Language%20Games%20to%20Support%20Phonological%20Awareness_0.pdf
https://www.popey.ca/sites/default/files/resource_downloads/Literacy%20Centres.pdf
https://www.popey.ca/sites/default/files/resource_downloads/Literacy%20Instructional%20Strategies.pdf
https://www.popey.ca/sites/default/files/resource_downloads/Planning%20Strategies%20to%20Consider.pdf
https://www.popey.ca/sites/default/files/resource_downloads/Planning%20and%20Strategies%20to%20Support%20English%20Language%20Learners.pdf
https://www.popey.ca/sites/default/files/resource_downloads/UDL%20Supports.pdf


Sources



unless otherwise noted, images from:

Educlips

Presenter Media

Storyblocks
more info links are available on our website

Info Links

more videos are available on our website

Videos

4 Year Old’s Problem with New Year’s Resolutions

A Guide to Effective Instruction in Reading - K-3 - Ontario Education

A Guide to Effective Instruction in Writing - K-3 - Ontario Education

BC Ministry of Education - ELA Curriculum

https://www.etsy.com/ca/shop/EduClips
http://www.presentermedia.com/
https://www.storyblocks.com/stock-image
https://www.popey.ca//
https://www.popey.ca//
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sn36cBi9v6A
http://www.eworkshop.on.ca/edu/resources/guides/reading_k_3_english.pdf
http://www.eworkshop.on.ca/edu/resources/guides/Guide_Writing_%20K_3.pdf
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/english-language-arts/


unless otherwise noted, images from:

Educlips

Presenter Media

Storyblocks

Books

Formative Assessment in a Brain-Compatible Classroom - Tate 

The Motivated Brain - Gregory & Kaufeldt 

Teaching with the Brain in Mind - Jensen 

Units of Study in Phonics - Calkins, Louis & The Reading and Writing Project 

Units of Study in Reading - Calkins & The Reading and Writing Project 

Units of Study in Writing - Calkins & The Reading and Writing Project 

Guided Reading Basics - Jamison Rog 

Fountas & Pinnell Literacy Continuum - Fountas & Pinnell 

Reading Power - Gear 

Mindsets & Moves - Goldberg 

The Daily Five - Boushey & Moser 

Catching Readers Before They Fall - Johnson & Keier 

Reading with Meaning: Teaching Comprehension in the Primary Grades - Miller 

The Writing Strategies Book - Serravallo 

The Reading Strategies Book - Serravallo 

6+1 Traits of Writing - Culham 

The Writing Thief - Culham 

Comprehensive Literacy Resource for Kindergarten; Grades 1-2 Teachers - Trehearne 

https://www.etsy.com/ca/shop/EduClips
http://www.presentermedia.com/
https://www.storyblocks.com/stock-image


Additional Information 
& Support



multiple means 
of engagement

• how learners get engaged & stay 
motivated 
• how learners are challenged, 
excited or interested 
• these are affective dimensions

affective networks

the “why" of learning

Adapted from - cast.org -UDL Guidelines 

Engagement - Part of the UDL Framework

sleep is the dump cycle 

the brain gets rid of what it 
doesn’t need 
what it thinks is not relevant

when learners’ brains are 
engaged - the brain thinks it’s 

relevant

and - Dr. Martha Burns - April 2018 -  The New Neuroscience of Language and Literacy

http://udlguidelines.cast.org
http://udlguidelines.cast.org
http://files.constantcontact.com/aa3a5327401/55b6943d-2e50-4157-b2eb-8171861f11d9.pdf?ver=1523397854000


Key Principles in Effective Reading Instruction

➡ Students learn to read by reading continuous text 

➡ Students need to read a variety of high-quality texts to build a reading 
process 

➡ Students need to read a large quantity of texts to build a reading 
process 

➡ Students need to read different texts for different purposes 

➡ Students need to hear many texts read aloud

Adapted from:  Teaching for Comprehending and Fluency - Fountas & Pinnell



Key Principles in Effective Reading Instruction

➡ Students need different levels of support at different times 

➡ A text "level” means different things in different instructional 
contexts 

➡ The more students read for authentic purposes, the more likely 
they are to make a place for reading in their lives 

➡ Students need to see themselves as readers who have tastes and 
preferences

Adapted from:  Teaching for Comprehending and Fluency - Fountas & Pinnell



Observe & Notice What Students  
Know, Understand & Can Do

BC's Curriculum -

structure & elements of story

vocabulary to talk about texts

recognition of text structures 
& features

making meaning & connections

use of pictures, patterns, 
memory & prior knowledge 

retelling

recognizing familiar words

fluent reading

predicting

Adapted from - BC Curriculum - ELA Curriculum



Adapted from - The Reading Strategies Book - Serravallo & Units of Study in Reading - Grade 2 - Calkins & The Reading and 
Writing Project

goal: 
constructing 

meaning 
from text

decoding

use parts 
of words

use your 
word wall 

words

check 
the 

picture
look 

through 
the whole 

word

use what’s 
happening in 
the story

monitoring 
for 

meaning

think what 
kind of word 

would fit try it 
many 
ways

read it 
part by 

part

solving 
hard 

words

Sample Plan - Reading

break 
words into 
syllables



Adapted from - The Reading Strategies Book - Serravallo

goal: 
engagement

focus

a perfect 
reading 
spot keep your 

eyes & 
minding the 

book

set a 
timed 
goal purposes 

for 
reading

stamina 
chart

stamina

choose 
similar 
books choose  

books for 
you!

does it 
engage 
me?

book 
choice

Sample Plan - Reading

vary the 
texts



Teaching Students to Make Connections

Text to World 
This book reminds me of something that affects other people.

Text to Self 
This book reminds me of something that happened to me.

Text to Text 
This book reminds me of another book I've read.

We need to provide our students with stories they will be able 
to connect with successfully: 

From - Reading Power - Gear

siblings, birthday parties, pets, friends, family...



Reading Demands a Two-Pronged Attack

Adapted from - Reading Power - Gear

Thinking 

Comprehension 

Constructing meaning 

Metacognition

READING

Decoding 

Phonemic Awareness 

Spelling, Vocabulary 

Fluency

Mastering the Code Making Meaning

We need to teach students that reading is thinking.

*your Word Work study will help support Mastering the Code



Pre-Reading Strategies

Sort and Predict 

Picture Walk 

K-W-L 

Web 

Building from Clues 

Anticipation Guide 

Introducing Vocabulary

To help students focus on the text prior to reading:

From - Reading Power - Gear



During Reading Strategies

Connect 

Visualize 

Question 

Infer 

Transform

To teach students how to think while they are reading:

Kindergarten:        Connect, Visualize (March) 
Grade 1:                Connect, Visualize, Question (January) 
Grade 2:               Connect, Visualize, Question, Infer 
Grade 3:               Connect, Visualize, Question, Infer, Transform

From - Reading Power - Gear



Post-Reading Strategies

Venn Diagram 

Thinking Bubbles 

Response Journals 

Story Mapping 

Clustering from the Text 

Letter to the Author or Character 

Problem/Solution 

Beginning-Middle-End 

K-W-L

To enhance students' reading and help them respond to 
the text in a meaningful way:

From - Reading Power - Gear



Observe & Notice What Students  
Know, Understand & Can Do

BC's Curriculum -

structure & elements of story

literary elements and devices
text features

revising

editing

considering audience

letter formation/printing/handwritingsentence structure

conventions

plan & create stories/texts

Adapted from - BC Curriculum - ELA Curriculum



Effective Routines for Writing Instruction

‣ oral language skills 

‣ activating prior knowledge and experience 

‣ understanding audience and purpose for writing 

‣ understanding the writing process

Students need exposure and practice with:

Adapted from - A Guide to Effective Instruction in Writing - K-3 - Ontario Education

‣ understanding the elements of writing 

‣ applying higher-order thinking skills 

‣ applying word work activities into writing tasks 

‣ exposure to a variety of text forms, genres, formats and electronic 
media

http://www.eworkshop.on.ca/edu/resources/guides/Guide_Writing_%20K_3.pdf


Writing Modes

✓Narrative 
‣ real or imagined texts/stories 

✦ to tell a story

Adapted from -  The Writing Thief - Culham &

✓Informational 
‣writing about topics students know or have researched 

✦ to explain, describe or inform

WHAT we write

✓Persuasive 
‣writing arguments to support claims or opinions 

✦ to convince using logic or reason

BC Ministry of Education - ELA Curriculum

different purposes for writing

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/english-language-arts/


Adapted from - The Writing Strategies Book - Serravallo

informational 
texts

say, say, 
sketch, sketch, 
write, write

Sample Plan: Writing

question/
answer

start with a 
table of 
contents

non-fiction  
leads

Goal - Organization & Structure 

draw your 
layout

audiences 
for 

information



Adapted from - The Writing Strategies Book - Serravallo

revising

make your 
pictures & 

words agree

Sample Plan: Writing

zoom in on a 
moment of 
importance

cut it to the 
bone

underline 
one line  

(that says the 
most)

Goal - Focus & Meaning 

find the 
heart



From - Units of Study in Writing - Calkins & The Reading and Writing Project

Word Walls Can Help Us Make Readable Stories

There are 37 word families that can help kids spell about 500 words 

The word families help kids make C-V-C words and also teach children a 
foundational spelling strategy

Teaching word families is high impact instruction

Writing workshop is the reason to learn about words. 
In some ways, writing workshop is the game and word work time is 

the practice.

One known word can help you spell other unknown words - fit, kit, split 

Once writers understand a word family, sometimes they can then begin to 
recognize that short vowel sound in other words, too.



How, When & Why to Use Strategies

Adapted from - Units of Study in Phonics - Calkins, Louis & The Reading and Writing Project

We need to teach a variety of strategies to 
aid in reading & writing

‣ kids need to be taught the most high-utility phonics & be taught how to 
use what they know to be word solvers - it’s their super-power!

Readers need strong ear muscles to build 
their word solving super-powers

‣ there are systems & patterns to letters in English - we need to point out 
these patterns 
★ “How is this new word like the other words I know?”

‣ we need to teach & reinforce how, when & why they use their word solving 
strategies 




