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Today we are exploring…
Strategies, resources and ideas to support:

• teaching students specific reading behaviours and strategies
including word solving, comprehension, and fluency skills

• interactive and engaging literacy activities that help students make
powerful connections between reading, writing, word work, and
oral language
Through…

a bit of theory - the WHY
time for practice: modelling & demonstrations - the HOW
opportunities to engage, reflect, chat & share - the YOU
This workshop was planned in consultation with
SD59’s POPEY District Partners - Susan Lovell & Rachel Turnbull
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How to Teach a Slug to Read

In the chat box - write what a student would need
to know to read this book?

The Developmental Stages of Reading
Emergent
• pretend, imitate & practice reading behaviours
• become familiar with words, letters & rhymes
• begin to understand concepts of print
Early
• know that print represents sounds & words
• know how sounds translate into letters & letter clusters
• understand most concepts of print
• know how to break words into letters &/or sounds
• develop decoding & problem solving skills
• acquire a collection of high frequency words
• rely on pictures, initial consonants and other cues
Fluent
• stronger decoding skills
• identify words with greater skill & ease
• apply more complex comprehension strategies
• cueing systems to support comprehension
• have a bigger bank of sight words
Adapted from - A Guide to Effective Instruction in Reading - K-3 - Ontario Education

Comprehensive Literacy Framework
Word Work

Early Literacy Concepts
Phonological Awareness
Letter Knowledge & Sounds
Word Solving & Structure
Spelling Patterns
High-Frequency Words
Word Meaning & Vocabulary

Reading

Writing

Active Read Aloud

Modelled Writing

Shared Reading

Shared/Interactive Writing

Guided/Small-Group Reading

Guided/Small-Group Writing

Independent Reading

Independent Writing
Oral Language

Adapted From - Guided Reading Basics - Jamison Rog & The Fountas & Pinnell Literacy Continuum - Fountas & Pinnell

Getting to Know Our Students as Readers…

*Launch Poll
how can this inform our decisions
related to instruction, groupings,
our classroom library, read
alouds, etc…?

Use the Chat Box:

What are we
going to teach
& support?
1. daily direct instruction

2. mentor text connected to skill
3. reading and/or writing connection to skill

Effective Routines for Developing Word Solvers
Students should have daily experiences with:
‣

scaffolded reading and writing activities

‣

alphabet games, stories, poems and songs

‣

predictable charts

‣

sound activities - sorting, blending, substituting, matching

‣

letter and word sorts

‣

making words activities

‣

word and sentence segmenting activities

‣

syllable sorting and segmenting activities

‣

word wall activities

‣

word guessing games

Adapted from - Comprehensive Literacy Resource for Kindergarten; Grades 1-2 Teachers - Trehearne

Planning for Comprehensive Literacy
Sample activities to support:

theatrical retelling a book
‣ use puppets to retell a
book
‣ use props to retell a book
‣ adapt a book - make a
movie
‣ reading a reader's
theatre script
‣ performing reader's
theatre
‣ write a play & perform it
‣ creating ads for
performances
‣ critical thinking questions
‣ ‘would you rather’
questions
‣ examining pictures/
illustrations & discussing
‣ free play
‣

letter sort
‣ letter dance
‣ make letters
‣ tactile letters
‣ guess the letter
‣ alphabet art
‣ alphabet hopscotch
‣ name detective
‣ making words
‣ sorting words
‣ word hunts
‣ word games
‣ illustrating words
‣ be a mind reader
‣

read to stuffed animals
‣ act out the story
‣ read around the room
‣ read a story using
character voices
‣ partner reading
‣ be a detective
‣ retell a story - favourite
parts
‣ retell a book - written
‣ book review
‣

(video, podcast, writing…)

‣

group discussions

(literacy circles, literacy
centres, book clubs….)

POPEY K-3 Literacy Centres

silly sentences
‣ write an ABC book
‣ write a “how-to” book
‣ show your story
‣ you're the expert
‣ snail mail
‣ re-writing a story-act it
out
‣ write a screenplay
‣ be a writing thief!
‣

(using books as inspiration…)

‣

tech writing

(using tech/apps to create…)

The Power of Word Families
Teaching word families is high impact instruction

There are 37 word families that can help kids spell about 500 words
The word families help kids make C-V-C words and also teach
children a foundational spelling strategy
One known word can help you spell other unknown words - fit, kit, split
Once writers understand a word family, sometimes they can then begin
to recognize that short vowel sound in other words, too.
We need to make explicit connections
between word work, reading, and writing
From - Units of Study in Writing - Calkins, The Reading and Writing Project

Scaffolded Supports for Working with Word Families

POPEY’s Home Learning Resources

Interactive Read-Aloud - Emergent/Early Readers
‣ You are going to hear four word families
in this book: -ar, -ug, -og, -at
‣ What words from those four word families
might you expect to hear in the book?
‣ Type your word predictions into the chat box before we start
reading the book to you - for example: car, far, rug, log, mat…
‣ Listen for your words as we read the book to you
‣ If/when we say your words, use the REACTIONS button
in the Zoom toolbar to give us a thumbs up !

Word Study in Text: Rhyming Dust Bunnies

Give us a ‘thumbs up’ when you hear your words

Vowel Charts
Can help with the middles of words:
‣At

first, most of the sounds children hear are consonants.

‣Tell

them that every word has at least one vowel.

‣When

the middle of a word is hard, it is often because

vowels are tricky.
‣Even

if their vowel guess is incorrect, it makes the word they

are writing more readable.
‣Show

students how to use the vowel chart to help decide

which vowel to use.

a-e-i-o-u
From - Units of Study in Writing - Calkins, The Reading and Writing Project

Vowel Charts

POPEY Vowel Charts
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Vowel Charts

POPEY Vowel Charts
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“Teaching standards — without first showing students
what you want them to be able to know and do —
is like asking kids to complete a jigsaw puzzle,
but you won’t show them the picture on
the cover of the box.”
-Mike Mattos

Shared Reading

3:40

Shared Reading
Scaffolded Reading Experiences

The teacher’s fluent voice

Students chime in a bit

Re-read books multiple times

More students chime in each time
You accumulate more readers every read
This improves students’ reading comprehension

Focuses

Comprehension, fluency, vocabulary, reading processes
Look closely at the words on the page

get more complex texts into students’ lives and into their brains
Adapted from - Units of Study in Reading & Teachers’ College Reading and Writing Project - Reading Institute

The Importance of a Strong Book Introduction

Book introductions should accomplish these goals:

•Set the students up for success on the first reading
•Include authentic conversations
•Ensure students have the language needed to understand the book
•Ensure students have the ideas needed to enjoy the book
•Include deliberate teaching that the student needs

It is our job to prepare our students to get their
minds ready to read and think about the text.

Adapted from: Catching Readers Before they Fall - Johnson & Keier
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Book Introduction

How is this book introduction setting this student up for success?

Guided and Small Group Reading
Level of Support - Moderate to Full Support
Role of the Educator

‣ supports problem-solving and conversation
Role of the Students

‣ participate in group reading, problem solving and conversations
‣ support one another

From - POPEY’s Comprehensive Reading - Activities & Levels of Support

What Are We Doing?
Activities during Small-Group Reading:

Educator:
‣ selects and introduces new texts at the students’ instructional levels
‣ provides support and introduces new strategies to improve reading
‣ observes students as they read new text
Students:
‣ read the entire text by themselves
‣ practice new skills and strategies

From - POPEY’s Comprehensive Reading - Activities & Levels of Support

Small Group Work in Reading

what strategy/strategies does the
teacher focus on in this small group?

Use the Chat Box:

Reading - Small-Group Strategy Lesson

what strategy/strategies does the
teacher focus on in this small group?

Use the Chat Box:
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Interactive Read—aloud:
Giraffes Can’t Dance

When I stop the book, write what you think Gerald
is thinking in the Chat Box

Activity Time!
What’s YOUR
Superpower?

✓Reflect on what you thought Gerald was thinking throughout the story
✓ In the next two minutes, write or draw the three parts of the story that you
reflected upon. Use your writing in the thought bubbles to guide your story.
An extension when you are reading your next story:
‣

Add in thinking bubbles at different parts
of your story to focus on how your character is feeling

✓Turn on your camera and share your work with all of us!

Consider how
students may
develop a sense
of personal
awareness

Thought Bubbles

Differentiated access points for K-3 students:
Developing
➡ Tell a friend what Gerald is thinking
➡ Write it down if you can - try your best
➡ Draw and colour your story
Proficient
➡ Tell a friend what Gerald is thinking
➡ Write it down
➡ Draw and colour your story
➡ Write 3 - 5 sentences for each part of your story

Extending
➡ Tell a friend what Gerald is thinking
➡ Write it down
➡ Read another book and write down thought bubbles
What works for you?
For your students…?

Reading to learn new vocabulary
Expect and look
out for key words
carnivorous

nocturnal

talons

Silent

rodents

Format from - Units of Study for Teaching Writing - Calkins

Predators

Read to learn
the lingo
The owl is a bird of prey.
Owl pellets often have bones
in them.

Interactive Read-Aloud - Developing Readers
‣ Think about words you might
expect to see in this book
for example: aquatic mammal
‣ Type your predictions into the chat box
before I start reading the book to you
‣ Listen along as I read, and see if you hear the words you predicted
‣ If/when you hear your words, use the REACTIONS button
in the Zoom toolbar to give me a thumbs up !
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Orca

Give us a ‘thumbs up’ when you hear your words

connecting Word Work, Reading & Writing

Using technology to show what you know
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Writing a script and then recording an informational video…

Liv Bits

Think About Yourself as a Reader
You probably:

choose what you want to read
✦ read for a variety of purposes
✦ have opportunities to read for long periods of time
✦ respond through reflection, conversation, and collaboration
✦ sometimes share your thinking and insights with others
✦

think about how you can provide your
students with these same opportunities...

From - Reading with Meaning: Teaching Comprehension in the Primary Grades - Miller

"If children are not spending a significant portion of their day
engaged in texts that allow them to practice the strategies
we are modelling, then we cannot possibly expect them to take
on these strategies and use them independently."

From - Catching Readers Before They Fall - Johnson & Keier

Final Reflection
Reflect on the activities & strategies shared today:
‣ Reading Interest Survey
‣ Interactive Read-aloud (fiction; for emergent readers)
‣ Shared Reading across a Week
‣ Book Introductions
‣ Small Group Strategy Lessons
‣ Interactive Read-aloud (fiction; inferencing & writing)
‣ Interactive Read-aloud (nonfiction; vocabulary & writing)

How might you incorporate these kinds of activities into your
literacy routines to help your students strengthen their
early reading experiences?
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Resources to Support Word Work

Demonstration Videos on POPEY’s YouTube Channel
Word Ladders
Guess the Covered Word — for Developing Readers
Guess the Covered Word — for Beginning Readers
All About Word Families
If You Know…It Helps You Know…
Making Words - for Beginning Readers
Making Words - for Developing Readers

Charts & Printables for Students to Use:
POPEY’s Home Learning Resources Page

Books

Sources

unless otherwise noted, images from:
Educlips
Presenter Media
Storyblocks

Units of Study in Reading - Calkins, Louis & The Reading and Writing Project
Units of Study in Writing - Calkins, The Reading and Writing Project
Gossie and Friends - Dunrea
The Literacy Continuum - Fountas & Pinnell
Guided Reading Basics - Jamison Rog
Catching Readers Before They Fall - Johnson & Keier
Reading with Meaning - Miller
PM Benchmark Assessment - Nelson
Comprehensive Literacy Resource for Kindergarten; Grades 1-2 Teachers - Trehearne

Info Links
Yale Center for Emotional Intelligence - Mood Meter tool
Big Huge Labs

Videos

more videos are available on POPEY’s YouTube channel

Bells - Reader directed by Greg Gray
Liv Bits - Earthworms
Small Group Work in Reading
Piper

Lisa Thomas
lisa@popey.ca

Jen Kelly

POPEY
Provincial Outreach Program
for the Early Years

www.popey.ca

jen@popey.ca

@POPEYBC

POPEY on YouTube

popeybc

