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The nature of learning

Early Learning Framework

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/early-learning/teach/earlylearning/early_learning_framework.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/early-learning/teach/earlylearning/early_learning_framework.pdf


The play-learn connection

Play Today, page 22

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/early-learning/teach/earlylearning/play-today-handbook.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/early-learning/teach/earlylearning/play-today-handbook.pdf


Reflection

Art of Awareness—Curtis and Carter

Two Voices Within a 
Teacher 
How does this passage speak to you?

How does it affirm you?

How does it challenge you?

Is there a particular line, or lines, that 
resonate with you?



LIPY document 

• Intended to support K-3 teachers 
across BC
• Part One: Foundations for 

Learning
• Part Two: Connecting Learning & 

Teaching Practices

Learning in the Primary Years

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/early-learning/teach/resources/learning-in-the-primary-years.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/early-learning/teach/resources/learning-in-the-primary-years.pdf


The CASEL framework

• SEL competence is associated 
with emotional competence, 
academic success, health and 
well-being
• SEL is not about compliance or 

social behavior expectations
• SEL is about developing an 

internal motivation for adapting 
to demands and challenges

Learning in the Primary Years page 13

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/early-learning/teach/resources/learning-in-the-primary-years.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/early-learning/teach/resources/learning-in-the-primary-years.pdf


Literacy and SEL



Designing with Intention

Play Framework, SD 71



Read & Reflect

• Take 15 minutes to review pages 
8-19
• Share your thinking, 

observations, questions and 
wonders
• New & Knew



Competencies and the Play Environment

•Personal and Social Identity

•Thinking: creative and critical

•Communication

ü In the play setting, all of these are actively engaged.
ü When we use envisioning language, we help children 

identify as learners. 



The play continuum 

Learning in the Primary Years, page 22

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/early-learning/teach/resources/learning-in-the-primary-years.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/early-learning/teach/resources/learning-in-the-primary-years.pdf


Affordances for play

Photo Credit: Megan Zeni; Gull & el, 2019



The play-learn connection

Learning in the Primary Years, page 21

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/early-learning/teach/resources/learning-in-the-primary-years.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/early-learning/teach/resources/learning-in-the-primary-years.pdf


Free Play

Play Today page 45

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/early-learning/teach/earlylearning/play-today-handbook.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/early-learning/teach/earlylearning/play-today-handbook.pdf


Inquiry Play

Play Today,  page 51

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/early-learning/teach/earlylearning/play-today-handbook.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/early-learning/teach/earlylearning/play-today-handbook.pdf


Collaborative Play

Play Today page 53

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/early-learning/teach/earlylearning/play-today-handbook.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/early-learning/teach/earlylearning/play-today-handbook.pdf


Playful Learning

Play Today, page 56

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/early-learning/teach/earlylearning/play-today-handbook.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/early-learning/teach/earlylearning/play-today-handbook.pdf


Games with Rules

Play Today, page 61

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/early-learning/teach/earlylearning/play-today-handbook.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/early-learning/teach/earlylearning/play-today-handbook.pdf


A developmental systems framework

Implications for educational 
practice of the science of learning 
and development 
• The conditions we create as 

teachers that support supportive 
environments, productive 
instructional strategies, SEL & 
Systems of support

Darling-Hammond, L., Flook, L., Cook-Harvey, C., Barron, B., & Osher, D. 
(2020). 



Taking literacy outdoors 



Why outdoors?

Photo credit: Megan Zeni



Structured literacy outdoors

Photo credit: Rachel Tidd



Word sorts & syllables

Photo credit: Rachel Tidd



Environmental print outdoors



Vocabulary



Letter Formation



Writing outdoors

Photo credit: Rachel Tidd



Writing for an audience



Story play and writing

Photo credit: Megan Zeni



Resources for reading & writing outdoors

Photo credit: Rachel Tidd & Megan Zeni



Book look

Photo Credit: Megan Zeni



Resource links Videos

Books and Articles

• Embers, Richard Wagamese

• Art of Awareness—Curtis and Carter

• Play Framework, SD71

• Listening to What Children Say, Vivian Gussin Paley, Harvard Educational 
Review Vol. 56 No. 2 May 1986, p. 127

• Children’s Descriptions of Playing and Learning as Related Processes; Letourneau 
and Sobel, 2020: 

• A Developmental Systems Framework-Darling-Hammond, L., Flook, L., Cook-
Harvey, C., Barron, B., & Osher, D. (2020). 

• Early Learning Framework

• Learning in the Primary Years

• Play Today

• Teacher Tool—Outside Play

• Bill Ayers: “Unruly sparks”

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/early-learning/teach/earlylearning/early_learning_framework.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/early-learning/teach/resources/learning-in-the-primary-years.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/early-learning/teach/earlylearning/play-today-handbook.pdf
https://www.outsideplay.org/app/learning-hub
%3ciframe%20width=%22560%22%20height=%22315%22%20src=%22https:/www.youtube.com/embed/JRzyRBZlVz8?si=4kNVphJPz4bfYEm1&amp;start=3%22%20title=%22YouTube%20video%20player%22%20frameborder=%220%22%20allow=%22accelerometer;%20autoplay;%20clipboard-write;%20encrypted-media;%20gyroscope;%20picture-in-picture;%20web-share%22%20referrerpolicy=%22strict-origin-when-cross-origin%22%20allowfullscreen%3e%3c/iframe%3e
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/early-learning/teach/earlylearning/early_learning_framework.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/early-learning/teach/resources/learning-in-the-primary-years.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/early-learning/teach/earlylearning/play-today-handbook.pdf
https://www.outsideplay.org/app/learning-hub
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