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We Are All Writers!
Guiding Students through the Writing Process
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What We’ll Learn Today…
Strategies, resources and ideas for:

• immersing

students in the steps of the writing
process & supporting students as they develop
their writing skills

POPEY

co-planned this workshop's objectives in consultation
with BCPTA’s Planning Committee

A Learning Pathway for Young Writers
Some children…
will draw and write as motor activities
will convey meaning in their drawings, but if they write at all, it may be
unclear what their marks say
will write - but seem to use random letters
know some letters and sounds but don’t yet write them
label drawings - but don’t yet write readable sentences
write all-about books and stories (and other genres too)
Adapted from - Units of Study in Writing - Calkins & The Reading and Writing Project

Goals for Launching Your Writer's Workshop
★

Build a safe writing community

★

Establish rituals and routines

★

Generate lots of thinking, talk and writing

★

Develop the understanding that all good writing has meaning, detail,
structure and pacing
You and your students first enjoy and
respond to literature as readers and then
later come back to the familiar text as
writers in Writing Workshop mini-lessons.

From - Launching the Writing Workshop - Leograndis

Mini-Lesson Format
Connection
•
•
•

connect the context of the day’s teaching with the work the class has been doing
name the teaching point for the lesson
about 1 minute

Teach

•
•
•

crystallize what you plan to teach in this mini-lesson - today’s goal & steps to reach it
provide concrete instruction to demonstrate today’s skill or strategy
2-3 minutes

Active Engagement
•
•
•

“Now you try it” - and provide students with a little bit of guided practice (scaffolded learning)
everyone has a go, working with a partner or small group, while the teacher listens and coaches
2-3 minutes

Link
•
•
•

re-state the teaching point – connect it to not just today, but every day
they go and do their own work – working independently & collaboratively with their partners
about 1 minute

Format from - Units of Study - Calkins & The Reading and Writing Project

= 10 minutes

Writing Block Structure

HOW the classroom runs
sharing

minilesson

Teacher is:

• conferring with students
• teaching small groups
• providing mid-workshop
small teaching moments

‣ teacher
‣ students
★ celebration

Students are:

• writing privately
• working with writing
partners (conferring,
editing, etc.)

independent writing time

Adapted from: Units of Study - Writing - Calkins & The Reading and Writing Project and Mindsets and Moves - Goldberg

The Developmental Stages of Writing
Early
• oral language can equal print
• understanding concepts of print
• imitates adult writing

Emergent
• begins to understand the purpose for writing
• expresses ideas in simple sentences
• uses some basic writing forms
• writing is used to communicate a message
• often uses inventive spelling

Fluent
• writes for a variety of purposes
• uses forms for the appropriate audience
• follows the steps of the writing process
• uses a variety of spelling strategies
• groups sentences into paragraphs
Adapted from: A Guide to Effective Instruction in Writing - K-3 - Ontario Education

Early Writers are:

understanding that oral language can equal print

understanding concepts of print
imitating adult writing

Adapted from: A Guide to Effective Instruction in Writing - K-3 - Ontario Education

Writers Call to Mind What They Want to Say
…they then put that onto the page

When writers get ready to write teaching (informational) texts, they:
think about a topic they want to teach others
make a mental image of that topic
then work to capture that meaning on paper

“Close your eyes and picture something you want to put onto
your paper,
and then make drawings that tell your readers about it.”

Adapted from - Units of Study in Writing - Calkins & The Reading and Writing Project

Stretching Out Words to Write Them
Young writers say words slowly and then write
down the sounds that they hear
Message: Writers write with pictures AND words.

✓helps students develop phonemic awareness and begin to build toward
conventional reading and writing.
✓Students begin to add labels to their pictures.
“Today I want to teach you that writers use words as well
as picture to teach people what we know.
Writers write words by saying the word
sloooooowwwwwwly and then writing down the first sound
they hear.”
Adapted from - Units of Study in Writing - Calkins & The Reading and Writing Project

Mentor Text Read-Aloud
Buddy Book
Walk

image from susanpeterson.net

Teach a Slug
to
Write

• think about the steps described in the book “How to Teach a Slug To Read”
• with your group, brainstorm a list of steps you would use to teach a slug
how to write
• write &/or draw your group’s list of steps you use to teach a slug how to
write

Emergent Writers are:
beginning to understand the purpose for writing
expressing ideas in simple sentences
using some basic writing forms

using writing to communicate a message
I have an
idea!

Adapted from:A Guide to Effective Instruction in Writing - K-3 - Ontario Education

using inventive spelling

Mentor Text Read-Aloud
Buddy Book
Walk

image from amazon.ca

These Are a
Few of My
Favourite
People!

• think about some of your favourite people
• oral discussion with your writing partner:
‣
‣
‣
‣

talk about people in your life who matter to you
choose one person that you’d like to write about
- talk about WHY you’d like to write about this person in particular
list some memories you have for this person
think about which memory is clearest in your head
start writing there!

• write a beginning that gets readers’ attention
• tell readers who you are writing about and share the reasons
why they are your favourite - use words like because and and
• write an ending for your piece

Fluent Writers are:
writing for a variety of purposes

using different writing formats for the different audiences

following the steps of the writing process

using a variety of spelling strategies

grouping sentences into paragraphs

Adapted from:A Guide to Effective Instruction in Writing - K-3 - Ontario Education

Getting Ideas for Stories & Practicing Storytelling
Oral rehearsal (storytelling) helps young writers develop a sense of
storybook language.

Think of something that happened or something you did
Practice telling a partner with a storyteller’s voice
Pictures and words can tell who, where, and what happened
Use speech bubbles
l!

Coo

Wow
!

Mentor Text Read-Aloud

image from bloomsbury.com

Zooming
In

your turn!
• think about our big
• make your own

topic - Today at School
story that came out of our big

topic

• take turns with your writing partner & tell each other your ideas for your story
✓list out different seeds - or ideas - for your story
‣count out each idea across your fingers

Separates the
formulating of
sentences from the
difficult task of
writing sentences

• write out your different seed ideas - 1 on each piece of paper - to make a
story
Adapted from - Units of Study in Writing - Calkins & The Reading and Writing Project

Helping writers work with confidence and
independence, at whatever level of work they
can pull off, actually enables you to teach in
ways that dramatically lift the level of what
kids can do.
-Lucy Calkins

From - Units of Study in Opinion, Information, and Narrative Writing - Calkins, The Reading and Writing Project
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Sources

Info Links
more info links are available on our website

unless otherwise noted, images from:
Educlips
Presenter Media
Storyblocks

BC Ministry of Education - English Language Arts Curriculum
A Guide to Effective Instruction in Writing - K-3 - Ontario Education

Videos
more videos are available on our website

Importance of Reading - Now This News

Books
Units of Study in Writing - Calkins & The Reading and Writing Project
Launching the Writing Workshop - Leograndis
Mindsets and Moves - Goldberg
Writing Pathways - Calkins & The Reading and Writing Project
The Writing Strategies Book - Serravallo

Additional Information
& Support

Writing Formats
Possible options to demonstrate/represent student learning:

List

Sign

Play

Journal

Storyboard

Graph

Recipe

Comic Strip

Magazine

Picture book

Song or poem

Story

Acrostic poem

Report
Newspaper

Free verse

Logo
Diary

Joke

Poster
Graphic Organizer

Letter

Writing Genres
Fantasy

Biography
Autobiography

Humour
Drama

Adventure
Historical fiction
Folk Tale

Fairy Tale

Poetry

Information Piece
Legend

Ghost story

Mystery
Fable
Science Fiction

Memoir

Word Walls Can Help Us Make Readable Stories
Teaching word families is high impact instruction

There are 37 word families that can help kids spell about 500 words
The word families help kids make C-V-C words and also teach children a
foundational spelling strategy
One known word can help you spell other unknown words - fit, kit, split
Once writers understand a word family, sometimes they can then begin to
recognize that short vowel sound in other words, too.
Writing workshop is the reason to learn about words.
In some ways, writing workshop is the game and word work time is
the practice.
From - Units of Study in Opinion, Information, and Narrative Writing - Calkins, The Reading and Writing Project

