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Effective Classroom Practice

‣principles of Universal Design for Learning  
•including options for multiple means of engagement 

‣principles of Differentiated Instruction 

‣purposeful planning of student-friendly, brain-based strategies to support literacy 
development  
‣building a learning environment that incorporates play, place-based learning, 
exploration, curiosity, and student voice & choice

Sample workshop objectives (choose 3 for a full-day workshop):
We will focus on how to maximize student engagement and build on student strengths through:

POPEY

This interactive workshop will explore how to design and implement engaging, 
research-based instructional strategies and routines to support a 
comprehensive literacy program. 

See how brain-friendly, engaging learning environments can be responsive to 
the needs of all primary learners in an inclusive classroom setting.



Comprehensive Literacy Instruction

‣responding to student needs through differentiated and scaffolded literacy supports 

‣using a literacy workshop framework that includes teacher modelling and 
demonstrations, using a wide variety of fiction and nonfiction texts to launch 
interconnected reading and writing opportunities 

‣intentionally creating opportunities to develop skills in oral language and word work 
that strengthen students’ reading, writing, and thinking 

‣creating a strong framework for small-group instruction in the classroom

This hands-on, interactive workshop will provide practical strategies and 
routines for designing and implementing a balanced, comprehensive literacy 
program in an inclusive classroom environment. 

We will examine how to support the growth of primary literacy learners by 
planning for meaningful and connected literacy experiences that strengthen 
the development of essential skills, strategies and processes.

POPEY

Sample workshop objectives (choose 3 for a full-day workshop):



POPEY

This interactive and engaging workshop will provide practical strategies 
and routines for scaffolded and differentiated reading instruction, as 
part of a comprehensive literacy program. 

See how a strong reading workshop framework can help support all 
readers in an inclusive classroom environment.

Reading

‣reading mini-lessons that include teacher modelling and active engagement 

‣teaching students specific reading behaviours and strategies 
•including word solving, comprehension, and fluency skills 

‣considerations for small-group reading instruction that provides scaffolded and 
differentiated reading supports with a variety of grouping options 

‣interactive and engaging literacy activities that help students make powerful connections 
between reading, writing, word work, and oral language

Sample workshop objectives (choose 3 for a full-day workshop):



POPEY

Step into the shoes of a primary writer to experience how student voice, choice, and 
passion can help build a strong identity as a writer and expert on a variety of topics. 

This workshop will explore how we can engage students in the writing process, using 
mentor texts and writing mini-lessons to provide differentiated writing opportunities 
across a range of genres, formats, and audiences.  

See how a strong writing workshop framework can help support all writers in an 
inclusive classroom environment.

Writing

‣writing mini-lessons that include teacher modelling and active engagement 

‣using fiction and nonfiction texts to make meaningful connections between reading and 
writing activities 

‣immersing students in the steps of the writing process and teaching them specific 
writing behaviours and strategies to create a variety of texts 

‣considerations for small-group writing instruction that provides scaffolded and 
differentiated writing supports with a variety of grouping options

Sample workshop objectives (choose 3 for a full-day workshop):



POPEY

This interactive and engaging workshop will put educators in the role of the 
students, as we explore how language works.  

See how developmentally appropriate, hands-on language games and activities 
can support students’ phonological awareness and expanding word knowledge to 
help spark curiosity to understand how words work.  
Then explore how these skills and strategies transfer into reading and writing. 

Word Work

‣how to design word work instruction, routines and activities to create “hands-on, 
minds-on” experiences for students, to enable effective reading and writing 

‣using language in creative and playful ways to help understand how language works, 
through developmentally appropriate language games and activities 

‣transferring phonological awareness concepts and strategies into reading and writing 

‣considerations for providing choice and differentiation with engaging, play-based 
learning opportunities in word work

Sample workshop objectives (choose 3 for a full-day workshop):



Get ready to talk, listen and collaborate with others in this interactive 
workshop centred on building language capacity for primary learners.  

We will delve into how to provide scaffolded supports that develop students’ 
thinking, language and vocabulary skills. By planning for intentional talk, we 
can provide students with powerful tools that allow them to be effective 
thinkers and communicators. 

POPEYOral Language

‣exploring oral storytelling processes through a variety of genres, activities, and 
mentor texts 

‣planning games and activities that develop skills, strategies, and processes to 
support language and vocabulary development 

‣strategies and routines that encourage students to think, talk, connect, explore, 
create and share

Sample workshop objectives (choose 3 for a full-day workshop):



Assessment

How can we tell if students are learning what we want them to know, understand and do? 

Reflect, discuss, collaborate, and deepen learning about responsive teaching in this 
workshop. 

Explore how to use information gathered from conversations, observations, and student 
self-assessments to drive literacy instruction forward and to make learning visible for 
students. 

POPEY

‣exploring possibilities for meeting students where they’re at and moving them forward 

‣using multiple means to gain insight into student strengths, interests, and needs 

‣exploring assessment for, as, and of learning  
•using brain-compatible strategies 

‣using formative assessment to track literacy development 

‣opportunities to engage students in the assessment process - to help foster success and build 
confidence

Sample workshop objectives (choose 3 for a full-day workshop):



Literacy & the BC Curriculum

Continue to build your knowledge and understanding of BC’s K-3 Curriculum in this 
interactive and engaging workshop. 

We’ll explore possibilities for how to use backwards design strategies:  
What do we want the students to know, understand, and do?  
How will we know? 
And what learning opportunities will help us drive this essential learning 
forward?
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‣how the ELA Content & Big Ideas can be used to develop the Curricular Competencies - to 
help focus on the “doing” 

‣routines and student-friendly activities that encourage reflection, metacognition, and 
connections across the curriculum 

‣using a variety of texts to launch literacy activities that make meaningful connections 
across the curriculum 

‣considerations for inquiry and/or project-based learning 

‣exploring literacy activities, stories and texts that intentionally connect to opportunities for 
social-emotional learning and/or the Core Competencies

Sample workshop objectives (choose 3 for a full-day workshop):



Additional Information

This catalogue provides an overview of the types of face-to-face workshops 
POPEY can provide, as well as sample workshop objectives.  

For examples of past POPEY workshops, you can see previous eHandouts here. 

POPEY

All workshops are co-planned between POPEY’s Program Managers/              
Teacher Consultants and the POPEY District Partner(s) requesting the workshop. 

Our workshops are intended for K-3 classroom teachers, as well as school and     
district-based support teachers. 

Priority will be given to full-day workshops.

For more information about POPEY, its mandate, or the POPEY team, please visit 
the About POPEY page of our website;

District Partners can click here to book a workshop.

or our All About POPEY video

https://www.popey.ca/professional-learning/popey-ehandouts
https://www.popey.ca/professional-learning/popey-ehandouts
https://www.popey.ca/district-partners/district-partners-contact-list
https://www.popey.ca/district-partners/district-partners-contact-list
http://www.apple.com
https://www.popey.ca/about-popey
https://popey.ca/popey-workshop-request-form
https://popey.ca/popey-workshop-request-form
https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=zDxuNNnRleM&feature=youtu.be

