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What We’ll Focus on Today…

POPEY co-planned this session’s 
objectives in consultation with SD 42

Strategies, resources and ideas for:

• exploring how to design and implement instructional strategies 
and routines to support reading within a comprehensive literacy 
program



English is more regular than its reputation… 
The truth is that 84% - 87% of English words follow 

common and consistent sound-spelling patterns. 

If we teach students these regularities, they will have 
access to the majority of words they will encounter 

in printed English.  

“If you had an 87% chance of winning the lottery, 
would you buy a ticket?” 

A Fresh Look at Phonics K-3 — Blevins



Adapted From - Guided Reading Basics - Jamison Rog & The Fountas & Pinnell Literacy Continuum - Fountas & Pinnell

Comprehensive Literacy Framework

Oral Language

Reading 

Active Read Aloud 

Shared Reading 

Guided/Small-Group Reading 

Independent Reading

Writing 

Modelled Writing 

Shared/Interactive Writing 

Guided/Small-Group Writing 

Independent Writing

Word Work 

Early Literacy Concepts 
Phonological Awareness 

Letter Knowledge & Sounds 
Word Solving & Structure 

Spelling Patterns  
High-Frequency Words 

Word Meaning & Vocabulary



• pretend, imitate & practice reading behaviours

• begin to understand concepts of print

• become familiar with words, letters & rhymes 

Early

The Developmental Stages of Reading

Emergent

• know how to break words into letters &/or sounds

• know that print represents sounds & words

• understand most concepts of print

• know how sounds translate into letters & letter clusters

• develop decoding & problem solving skills

• acquire a collection of high frequency words

• rely on pictures, initial consonants and other cues

• identify words with greater skill & ease 
• apply more complex comprehension strategies

• have a bigger bank of sight words

• stronger decoding skills

• cueing systems to support comprehension

Fluent

Adapted from - A Guide to Effective Instruction in Reading - K-3 - Ontario Education



Reading Demands a Two-Pronged Attack

From - Reading Power - Gear

Thinking 

Comprehension 

Constructing meaning 

Metacognition

READING

Decoding 

Phonemic Awareness 

Spelling, Vocabulary 

Fluency

Mastering the Code Making Meaning

We need to teach students that reading is thinking.

*your Word Work study will help support Mastering the Code



A Fresh Look at Phonics K-3 — Blevins

‣ Phonics instruction - teaching students to map sounds onto spellings

Reading Instruction: A Systematic Scope & Sequence

‣ This enables students to decode (sound out) words while reading

‣ This improves students’ word recognition skills

‣ An increased number of words known automatically leads to 

improved fluency

‣ Reading fluency is linked to reading comprehension

‣ Comprehension allows students to read connected text independently



Adapted from - The Reading Strategies Book - Serravallo

A Hierarchy of Possible Reading Goals 
for Pre-Emergent & Emergent Readers

engagement using sources of information

fluency conversationwriting about reading

comprehension

fiction 

plot & setting 

characters 

vocabulary 

themes & ideas

non-fiction 

main idea 

details 

vocabulary 

features of text



Scaffolded Support for Reading

Active Read Aloud

Shared Reading

Independent Reading

‣ Literacy Centres 
‣ Reading Workshop Partners 
‣ Book Clubs

‣Guided Reading  
‣Small-Group Reading 

Reading TO Children

Reading Together

Reading WITH Children

Reading BY Children

Reading WITH Children



Comprehensive, Balanced Literacy Instruction

‣ reading and writing to/for children 

‣ reading and writing with children 

‣ reading and writing by children

Multiple Paths to Literacy - Trehearne

Involves a wide variety of activities provided consistently: 

‣word work 
‣ visual literacy 
‣oral language

‣ direct and indirect instruction 

‣ whole class, small group, and individual activities 

‣ a balance of work with various genres 

‣ play and inquiry provide much of the authentic learning



Reading Block Structure

Adapted from: Units of Study - Reading - Calkins & Mindsets and Moves - Goldberg & The Daily Five - Boushey & Moser

mini-
lesson/
focus 
lesson

independent reading time

Teacher is: 
• conferring with students 
• teaching small groups 
• providing mid-workshop small 
teaching moments

Students are: 
• reading privately  

read to self 
• reading with a partner 

read to someone

sharing
‣ teacher 
‣ students

celebration

WHO & HOW?



Reading Block Structure

Adapted from: Units of Study - Reading - Calkins & Mindsets and Moves - Goldberg & The Daily Five - Boushey & Moser

mini-
lesson/
focus 
lesson

independent reading time

Teacher is: 
• conferring with students 
• teaching small groups 
• providing mid-workshop small 
teaching moments

Students are: 
• reading privately  

read to self 
• reading with a partner 

read to someone

sharing
‣ teacher 
‣ students

celebration

teach

whole  group

celebrate & share

apply

small-group 
partners 

independent

mini-l
ess

on

WHO & HOW?



Mini-Lesson Format
Connection

• connect the context of the day’s teaching with the work the class has been doing  
• name the teaching point for the lesson 
• about 1 minute

Teach
• crystallize what you plan to teach in this mini-lesson - today’s goal & steps to reach it 
• provide concrete instruction to demonstrate today’s skill or strategy 
• 2-3 minutes

Active Engagement
• “Now you try it” - and provide students with a little bit of guided practice (scaffolded learning) 
• everyone has a go, working with a partner or small group, while the teacher listens and coaches 
• 2-3 minutes

Link
• re-state the teaching point – connect it to not just today, but every day 
• they go and do their own work – working independently & collaboratively with their partners 
• about 1 minute

Format from - Units of Study for Teaching Writing - Calkins

= 10 minutes



“The goal of word work is to help children become 
active word solvers who can recognize words, take 

them apart or put them together, know what 
they mean and connect them to other words."

From - Comprehensive Literacy Resource Book - Kindergarten - Trehearne 

Integrating                    into Literacy  Instruction



Systematic Phonics Instruction

We need to teach our students how to map sounds onto letters they see: 

✓ consonant letters and sounds  

➡    t says /t/         m says /m/            k says /k/ 

✓ short and long vowel letters and sounds 
➡short vowels: apple, egg, insect, otter, umbrella 
➡ long vowels: ate, each, island, over, use 

✓ vowel and consonant digraphs   

➡ two letters can represent one sound      ea in dear; sh in shoe

A Fresh Look at Phonics K-3 — Blevins

A planned set of phonics elements taught sequentially

The more phonics skills students learn, the better 
able they are to DECODE, or sound out, words.



A Progression of Phonemic Awareness Activities

Five basic activity types, from easy to complex:  

1. Rhyme and Alliteration 

2. Phoneme Categorization 

3. Oral Blending 

4. Oral Segmentation 

5. Phoneme Manipulation  

A Fresh Look at Phonics K-3 — Blevins

Increasing student understanding of how sounds work in words.

ca



The Most Important Aspects of Teaching Readiness Skills

1. For phonemic awareness, focus on the power skills: 

 oral blending and oral segmentation 

2. Teach the phonemic awareness skills in progression from easiest    

to  the most complex 

3. Provide support for students during phonemic awareness activities 

a. Limit the number of items in an exercise (e.g. two to start) 

and slowly increase the number as students become more 

proficient 

b. Use manipulatives to make the activities concrete            

(sound boxes, rubber bands, counters)

A Fresh Look at Phonics K-3 — Blevins



Word Work Needs to be Engaging

Adapted from - Units of Study in Phonics - Calkins, Louis & The Reading and Writing Project

There needs to be a connection between what 
we teach & what and HOW our students learn.

‣ teaching Word Work through the power of good stories helps get the kids 
engaged 

‣ move, touch, clap, sing, & air-write the letters, sounds and words that 
you’re teaching

‣ use songs, poems, chants, alphabet charts, picture cards, word cards, 
word walls, nursery rhymes, & decodable texts - all in repeated and 
engaging ways



Interactive Read-Aloud

image from amazon.ca

http://amazon.ca
https://www.amazon.ca/What-Pet-Should-I-Get/dp/0553524267/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=What+Pet+should+I+get&qid=1578414647&sr=8-1


by: _______________________________

If I Built My Dream School…



From - Units of Study in Writing - Calkins, The Reading and Writing Project

Vowel Charts

‣At first, most of the sounds children hear are consonants.  

‣Tell them that every word has at least one vowel.  

‣When the middle of a word is hard, it is often because vowels are tricky.  

‣Even if their vowel guess is incorrect, it makes the word they are writing 

more readable. 

‣Show students how to use the vowel chart to help decide which vowel to 

use.

Can help with the middles of words

a - e - i - o - u



Effective Routines for Developing Word Solvers

‣ scaffolded reading and writing activities 

‣ alphabet games, stories, poems and songs 

‣ predictable charts 

‣ sound activities - sorting, blending, substituting, matching 

‣ letter and word sorts

Adapted from - Comprehensive Literacy Resource for Kindergarten; Grades 1-2 Teachers - Trehearne 

Students should have daily experiences with:

‣ making words activities 

‣ word and sentence segmenting activities  

‣ syllable sorting and segmenting activities 

‣ word wall activities 

‣ word guessing games



Open up the Activity Packs and pull out and explore the various phonics 
& emergent reading resources, as well as the detailed Progression 
of Phonemic Awareness Activities handout.

Play & 
Explore

What do they need to move them forward?                                 
(instruction, practice time, manipulatives…)

Where are your students on the reading continuum?

Think about how you currently are, or how you can find opportunities 

to be, systematic, intentional and playful with your reading 

instruction, your scaffolded supports, and multiple means of 

engagement with letters, sounds, words…

‣ Reflect, discuss, (role) play, and explore with your tablemates!



Word Work Must Be Transferred

Adapted from - Units of Study in Phonics - Calkins, Louis & The Reading and Writing Project

The goal of word work instruction is to 
support kids’ progress as readers and writers.

‣ instruction in Word Work matters because it enables reading & writing 

‣ the pace & content of your Word Work needs to align with the work the kids are 
doing as readers & writers

word work activity        finding words in books          finding words in their writing 

‣ the sequence of your high-frequency words/word wall words should align with 
reading & writing instruction 

‣ your activities should connect:



From - Units of Study in Writing - Calkins, The Reading and Writing Project

Word Walls Can Help Us Make Readable Stories

There are 37 word families that can help kids spell about 500 words 

The word families help kids make C-V-C words and also teach children a 

foundational spelling strategy

Teaching word families is high impact instruction

One known word can help you spell other unknown words - fit, kit, split 

Once writers understand a word family, sometimes they can then begin to 

recognize that short vowel sound in other words, too.



Adapted from - The Reading Strategies Book - Serravallo

A Hierarchy of Possible Reading Goals 
for Pre-Emergent & Emergent Readers

engagement using sources of information

fluency conversationwriting about reading

comprehension

fiction 

plot & setting 

characters 

vocabulary 

themes & ideas

non-fiction 

main idea 

details 

vocabulary 

features of text



Think About Yourself as a Reader

✦choose what you want to read 

✦ read for a variety of purposes 
✦ have opportunities to read for long periods of time 

✦ respond through reflection, conversation, and collaboration 
✦ sometimes share your thinking and insights with others

From - Reading with Meaning: Teaching Comprehension in the Primary Grades - Miller 

You probably:

think about how you can provide your 
students with these same opportunities...



Share a Favourite Book!

Go around your table group and take turns sharing either...  

‣a connection you made to that book, or 

‣a visualization you had while reading it, or 

‣a transformation you experienced during or after reading it

Is there a common thread to your sharing?

Think of a book you've read recently and enjoyed, or an 
old favourite that you re-read occasionally.



Daily Book Talks

✓ I liked it when... 

✓ I didn't understand when... 

✓ My favourite part was... 

✓ I thought it was funny when... 

✓ I liked... 

✓ S/he was really... 

✓ I learned about... 

✓ I think the character was sad because... 

✓ This story reminded me of the time when I...

From - Building Speech and Language Capacity Resource Document - CCSD

The teacher models and demonstrates topics or questions 
during daily informal conversations about books:



Read Aloud

image from amazon.ca

https://www.amazon.ca/gp/product/0140558624/ref=oh_aui_detailpage_o00_s00?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.ca/gp/product/B07KNTDL1S/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_d_asin_title_o01?ie=UTF8&psc=1


Driving Question

What would you include in your dream school to:
solve a problem? 

be an engaging place to learn? 
have more space to: play, go outside, have more art space, music room…

Designing a School



"If children are not spending a significant portion of their day 

engaged in texts that allow them to practice the strategies 

we are modelling, then we cannot possibly expect them to take 

on these strategies and use them independently."

From - Catching Readers Before They Fall - Johnson & Keier



What’s one take-away from today’s session?

Wrap Up: Reflections & Next Steps

What could your next steps be?



⭐additional resources to support today’s learning 
are at the back of the eHandout

www.popey.ca

@POPEYBC popeybc pinterest.ca/popeybc

Provincial Outreach Program for the Early Years
POPEY

www.popey.ca

lisa@popey.ca
Lisa Thomas

http://www.popey.ca
https://www.popey.ca
https://twitter.com/POPEYBC
https://www.instagram.com/popeybc/
https://www.pinterest.ca/popeybc/
mailto:lisa@popey.ca


unless otherwise noted, images from:

Educlips

Presenter Media

Storyblocks

more info links are available on our website

Info Links

The Literacy and Numeracy Secretariat of Ontario

more videos are available on our website

Videos

Balanced Literacy Diet - Phonemic Awareness Activity

Importance of Reading

Sources

BC Ministry of Education - ELA Curriculum

Guide on the Side - Cats

Guide on the Side - Dogs

Hands On As We Grow - Stretching Words Out

https://www.etsy.com/ca/shop/EduClips
http://www.presentermedia.com/
https://www.storyblocks.com/stock-image
https://www.popey.ca//
http://www.edugains.ca/resourcesLIT/ProfessionalLearning/LiteracyinClassroomInstruction/LearningBlocks.pdf
https://www.popey.ca//
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CfDDLfWyKCw
https://nowthisnews.com/videos/politics/brilliant-4-year-old-gives-speech-about-the-importance-of-reading
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/english-language-arts/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fDKDC_IUnOA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fDKDC_IUnOA
https://handsonaswegrow.com/stretching-out-words/


unless otherwise noted, images from:
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Books

Multiple Paths to Literacy - Trehearne

Guided Reading Basics - Jamison Rog

Reading Power - Gear

The Reading Strategies Book - Serravallo

Building Speech and Language Capacity Resource - CCSD

Units of Study in Phonics - Calkins, Louis & The Reading and Writing Project

Comprehensive Literacy Resource for Kindergarten; Grades 1-2 Teachers - Trehearne 

Mindsets and Moves - Goldberg

The Fountas & Pinnell Literacy Continuum - Fountas & Pinnell

A Fresh Look at Phonics K-3 — Blevins

The Daily Five - Boushey & Moser

Units of Study in Writing - Calkins & The Reading and Writing Project

Reading with Meaning: Teaching Comprehension in the Primary Grades - Miller 

Catching Readers Before They Fall - Johnson & Keier

https://www.etsy.com/ca/shop/EduClips
http://www.presentermedia.com/
https://www.storyblocks.com/stock-image


Additional Information 
& Support



Storybooks to Build Word Awareness

Where's My Teddy? - by Jez Alborough 
It's the Bear - by Jez Alborough 
Lilly's Purple, Plastic Purse - by Kevin Henkes 
Click, Clack, Moo: Cows That Type - by Doreen Cronin 
Tough Boris - by Mem Fox 
Dog Breath - by Dav Pilkey 
The Giving Tree - by Shel Silverstein



Storybooks to Build Syllable Awareness
Sheep in a Jeep - by Nancy Shaw 
Sheep on a Ship - by Nancy Shaw 
Hurry, Hurry, Mary Dear - by N.M. Bodecker 
One Fish, Two Fish, Red Fish, Blue Fish - by Dr. Seuss 
Summer - by Alice Low 
A Fly Went By - by Mike McClintock 
Elinor and Violet - the Story of Two Naughty Chickens - by Patti Beling 
Murphy 
Silly Sally - by Audrey Wood 
The Mixed-Up Chameleon - by Eric Care 
Officer Buckle and Gloria - by Peggy Rathman



Storybooks to Support Rhyme Awareness

Garbage Delight Poems - by Dennis Lee 
Alligator Pie Poems - by Dennis Lee  
Mrs. McNosh Hangs Up Her Wash - by Sarah Weekes 
Just Around the Corner - Poems About the Seasons - by Leland B. Jacobs 
Boodle Dandies: Poems That Take Shape - by Patrick Lewis 
Chicken Soup with Rice - A Book of Months - by Maurice Sendak 
Anna Banana - 101 Jump Rope Rhymes - by Joanna Cole 
Across the Stream - by Mirra Ginsburg 
Animal Homes  - by Brian Wildsmith 
At the Crack of the Bat - Lillian Morrison 
Bears - by Ruth Krauss 
Bears in Pairs - by Niki Yektai 
Carrot/Parrot by Jerome Martin 
Drummer Hoff - by Barbara Emberley 
Each Peach Pear Plum - by Janet & Allan Ahlberg 
Father Fox's Pennyrhymes - by Clyde Watson 
The Foot Book - by Dr. Seuss

continued…



Storybooks to Support Rhyme Awareness

Goodnight Moon - by Margaret Wise Brown 
Have You Seen Birds? - by Joanne Oppenheim 
Hide and Snake - by Keith Baker 
Hop on Pop - by Dr. Seuss 
Horton Hears a Who! - by Dr. Seuss 
A House is a House for Me - by Mary Ann Hoberman 
Hunches in Bunches - by Dr. Seuss 
The Hungry Thing - by Jan Slepian and Ann Seidler 
I Can Read with my Eyes Shut - by Dr. Seuss 
I Was Walking Down the Road - by Sarah Barchas 
I Wish That I Had Duck Feet - by Theo LeSieg 
In the Tall, Tall Grass - by Denise Fleming 
Is Your Mama a Llama? - by Deborah Guarino 
Jamberry - by Bruce Degen 
Jessie Bear, What Will You Wear? - by Nancy Carlstrom 

continued…

…continued



Storybooks to Support Rhyme Awareness
The Lady with the Alligator Purse - by Nadine Westcott 
More Spaghetti, I Say! - by Rita Gelman 
A Mouse in My Roof - by Richard Edwards 
On Beyond Zebra! - by Dr. Seuss 
One Sun - by Bruce McMillan 
Pickles have Pimples and Other Silly Statements - by Judi Barrett 
Possum Came-a-Knockin' - by Nancy Van Lann 
Red Dragonfly on my Shoulder - by Sylvia Cassedy 
The Shape of Me and Other Stuff - by Dr. Seuss 
Sheep in a Jeep - by Nancy Shaw 
Sheep, Sheep Sheep, Help me Fall Asleep - by Arlene Alda 
Silly Sally - by Audrey Wood 
Strawberry Drums - by Adrian Mitchell 
Street Rhymes Around the World - by Jane Yolen 
There's a Wocket in My Pocket - by Dr. Seuss 
Tickle-Toe Rhymes - by Joan Knight 
To the Moon and Back - by Nancy Larrick 
The Wind Blew - by Pat Hutchins

…continued



Storybooks to Support Phonemic Awareness 
Animalia - by Graeme Base 
Chicka, Chicka, Boom, Boom - by Bill Martin 
Chicken Soup with Rice - A Book of Months - by Maurice Sendak 
Chimps Don't Wear Glasses - by Laura Numeroff 
The Adventures of Taxi Dog - by Debra Barracca and Sal Barracca 
Click, Clack, Moo: Cows That Type - by Doreen Cronin 
The Cat in the Hat - by Dr. Seuess 
The Cat in the Hat Comes Back - by Dr. Seuss 
A My Name is Alice - by Jane Bayer 
ABC of Monsters - by Deborah Niland 
Alfred's Alphabet Walk - by Victoria Chess 
Alligators All Around - by Maurice Sendak 
Alpha Beta Chowder - by Jeanne and Williamm Steig 
Animalia - by Graema Base 
Aster Aardvark's Alphabet Adventures - by Steven Kellogg 
Faint Frogs Feeling Feverish - by Lillian Obligado 
Have You Ever Seen...? - by Beau Gardner 
Six Sick Sheep: 101 Tongue Twisters - by Joanna Cole 



✦all students can be engaged in meaningful literacy activities that are 
appropriate to their diverse abilities

✦familiar routines & schedules are easy for students to participate in with 
increased independence (alone, with a partner, or small group)

Benefits of Literacy Routines

✦while students are engaged in these activities, you can be providing 
additional support to those who need it

Classroom routines give our students a sense of calm and 
stability, knowing there are predictable things they can count on.

Adapted from - Literacy & Learning Lessons from a Longtime Teacher - Routman



Literacy Centres

Adapted from - Florida Center for Reading Research

Centres can help create time for:

teacher

➡small-group instruction/intervention 
➡individual instruction/intervention 
➡student observation & assessment 
➡collaboration

student

➡ choice 
➡ practice 
➡ engagement 
➡ collaboration 

http://www.fcrr.org/Curriculum/pdf/GK-1/TRG_Final_Part1.pdf


Planning with Brain Compatible Activities in Mind
Engaging all four of the learning modalities:

From - Formative Assessment in a Brain-Compatible Classroom - Tate

brainstorming & 
discussion 

humour 

figurative language 
metaphors, similes… 

mnemonic devices 

cooperative groups 

‘you’re the expert’ 
kids teaching each other 

storytelling

Auditory

drawing & artwork 
field trips 
games 
mnemonic devices 
graphic organizers 
word webs 
manipulatives 
hands-on activities 
experiments, building… 

project/inquiry 
based learning 
technology 
writing activities

Tactile

graphic organizers 

word webs 

word clouds 

figurative language 
metaphors, similes… 

mnemonic devices 

project/inquiry 
based learning 

technology 

visualisation 

visuals

Visual

drawing & artwork 

field trips 

games 

movement 
body breaks, yoga brain gym… 

role-play 

dramatic play 

work work play

Kinesthetic



Planning for Comprehensive Literacy
Sample activities to support:

‣ read to stuffed animals 
‣ act out the story 
‣ read around the room 
‣ read a story using 
character voices 

‣ partner reading 
‣ be a detective 
‣ retell a story - favourite 
parts 

‣ retell a book - written 
‣ book review  

(video, podcast, writing…) 

‣ group discussions 
(literacy circles, literacy 
centres, book clubs….)

‣ silly sentences 
‣ write an ABC book 
‣ write a “how-to” book 
‣ show your story 
‣ you're the expert 
‣ snail mail 
‣ re-writing a story-act it 
out 

‣ write a screenplay 
‣ be a writing thief! 

(using books as inspiration…) 

‣ tech writing 
(using tech/apps to create…)

‣ letter sort 
‣ letter dance 
‣ make letters 
‣ tactile letters 
‣ guess the letter 
‣ alphabet art 
‣ alphabet hopscotch 
‣ name detective 
‣ making words 
‣ sorting words 
‣ word hunts 
‣ word games 
‣ illustrating words 
‣ be a mind reader

‣ theatrical retelling a book 
‣ use puppets to retell a 
book 

‣ use props to retell a book 
‣ adapt a book - make a 
movie 

‣ reading a reader's 
theatre script 

‣ performing reader's 
theatre 

‣ write a play & perform it 
‣ creating ads for 
performances 

‣ critical thinking questions 
‣ ‘would you rather’ 
questions 

‣ examining pictures/
illustrations & discussing 

‣ free play

POPEY K-3 Literacy Centres

https://www.popey.ca/sites/default/files/resource_downloads/Literacy%20Centres.pdf


open-ended 

varied forms 

opportunity 

creativity 

experimenting 

risk-taking 

ownership 

learning

Engaging & Accessible Learning Opportunities



Literacy Centres

Adapted from - Florida Center for Reading Research

Centres can help create time for:

teacher

➡small-group instruction/intervention 
➡individual instruction/intervention 
➡student observation & assessment 
➡collaboration

student

➡ choice 
➡ practice 
➡ engagement 
➡ collaboration 

http://www.fcrr.org/Curriculum/pdf/GK-1/TRG_Final_Part1.pdf


Literacy Centres of Today...

✓are for all students - to have meaningful practice in a collaborative group, 
or independently 

✓incorporate hands-on, targeted activities - to apply & reinforce 
previously taught literacy skills 

✓engage students though differentiated materials & activities to support 
students with different needs & levels

Adapted from - Florida Center for Reading Research & Literacy Work Stations - Making Centers Work— Diller

✓keep students academically engaged in meaningful activities that reinforce 
and extend learning 

✓are utilized by teachers to provide systematic, explicit, small group practice 
&/or instruction

http://www.fcrr.org/Curriculum/pdf/GK-1/TRG_Final_Part1.pdf


Important Components of Literacy Centres
✓focus on your teaching purpose first

✦ think about the practice & purpose - not the materials, activities or “stuff”

✓link back to your teaching
✦ connect the activities, purpose for instruction, books, etc. from your instruction to the centres

✓slow down to speed up
✦ slower pace at the beginning of the year to lay the foundation 
✦ establish routines for independent learning (at least 6 weeks)

✓balance process and product
✦ students don’t need to create a product at every centre 
✦ opportunities to practice reading & writing at centres should be celebrated

✓less is more & balance novelty
✦ don’t put out too much stuff all at once - easier for management 
✦ balance new materials - integrate new ideas slowly

✓simplify
✦ keep classroom management & material organization simple

Adapted from - Literacy Work Stations - Making Centers Work - Diller



Implementing & Managing Literacy Centres

Adapted from - Florida Center for Reading Research

flexible groups based on assessment & observation 

activities at centres identified through assessment & observation 

pre-designed centre management system

to consider during pre-planning:

implementation of centre management system 

explicit instructions for centre activities 

classroom organization 

management of transitions 

system for student accountability

to consider as centres are running:

http://www.fcrr.org/Curriculum/pdf/GK-1/TRG_Final_Part1.pdf


Dramatic Play / Oral Language Centre

Reinforce skills in: 
• structure of story 
• planning & creating stories 
• literary elements and devices 
• oral language strategies 
• reading strategies 
• exploration of oral storytelling processes

useful for improving reading comprehension and fluency 

encourages creative expression and social interactions 

supports listening, speaking, and thinking skills 



Reading Centre
Reinforce skills in: 
• concepts of print 
• print awareness 
• phonemic and phonological awareness 
• word recognition 
• reading strategies 
• elements of story 
• literary elements and devices 
• vocabulary to talk about texts

centre where students can read books and talk about books and 
write about books 

levelling of books is an important element for differentiation 

modelling of choosing "just right reads" helps to make this centre 
successful



Word Work Centre

Reinforce skills in: 
• phonemic and phonological awareness 
• concepts of print 
• print awareness 
• letter formation 
• word patterns, word families

a lot of differentiation needed at this centre to reflect the variety of student 
strengths and needs 

variety of choices should be available at this centre 

careful not to have too many materials or cleanup can be a challenge!



Writing Centre
Reinforce skills in: 
• elements of story 
• literary elements and devices 
• text features 
• writing processes 
• sentence structure 
• conventions 
• creation of stories and other texts 
• planning and creation of a variety of communication forms

practicing letter formation & letter-sound correspondence for emergent writers 

writing for a variety of purposes 

talking about writing with peers



#Selfie Centre

Adapted from - Cynthia Merrill - The Power of the Selfie Centre - ASCD 

The Selfie Centre provides students with a forum to reflect 
on their reading, writing, thinking, projects…

‣ reflect on something they’ve just read 
‣ reflect on something they’ve just written 
‣ talk about their thinking and learning (metacognition) 
‣ have a connection back to the teacher & the class 
‣ collaboration tool with other students during group work/projects 
‣ as a composition or creation tool

‣students can use a series of selfies or a selvie (video) to:



#Selfie Centre

Adapted from - Cynthia Merrill - The Power of the Selfie Centre - ASCD 2017

Selfie 
Centre

strengthens 
student 

discussions and 
accountable talk

provides 
opportunities to 
highlight student 

strengths

allows for student 
self-monitoring 

and self-
assessment powerful 

documentation 
tool to 

demonstrate 
student growth

promotes 
questions & 

wonderings - 
inquiry mindset

encourages 
decision making

deepens how 
students think 
about their 

thinking 
(metacognition)

promotes 
independence 



Other Centre Ideas
Big Book Centre

Poetry Centre

Computer/iPad/Technology Centre

Puzzles/Games Centre

Reflection/Selfie Centre

Manipulative Lab Creation Station

Problem-Solving Station



Powerful Small Group work

From - Units of Study in Phonics - Calkins, Louis & The Reading and Writing Project

A 5-7 minute small group should include some of these components:

✓ Rally 
‣ convey the reason for teaching the principle you are about to focus on 
‣ build students’ commitment to the work and how it will fit with their ongoing work

✓ Activate learning  
‣ involve students in a quick warm-up (e.g. students work in pairs to reread a vowel chart) 
‣ gets them doing some work that reminds them of prior learning

✓ Launch 
‣ detail the work students will do to engage with the principle, and then get them started

✓ Work side by side 
‣ actively observe, monitor, guide and support students’ work and efforts

✓ Challenge 
‣ either lift the level of the work all students are doing, or 
‣ channel students to continue working with less of your support

✓ Teach toward tomorrow 
‣ explain ways the work of the small group can affect students’ ongoing work as readers and writers 
‣ channel them to apply the principle to their ongoing reading and writing
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