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Strategies, resources and ideas to incorporate:

Today we are exploring…

theory 
practice 
active engagement

Using a balance of

play 

place-based learning 

exploration & curiosity 

student voice & choice

into our K-3 literacy block



Wool for Every Day

https://samanthawan.com.au/2020/08/22/sheep-scale-meme/


1. What are your successes in your teaching practice? 

2. What excites you about the current school year? 

3. What’s the biggest gift you can give your students?

Checking in with you…

Choose ONE question to answer in the chat box: 



Play is an avenue to these vibrant engagements that is the 
basis of all learning. As children engage with the world they 
delve into inquiries, generate new ideas, solve problems, and 

build theories of people, places, and materials. 

Providing time, space, and materials rich with possibilities 
for experimenting, imagining, and transforming allows 

children to create and explore in diverse ways based on 
their interests.

BC’s Early Learning Framework

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/early-learning/teach/early-learning-framework


Purposeful Play & Inquiry

The process of inquiry is a perspective on learning 
that begins with an intense curiosity, a curiosity that 
generates close observation, noticings, wonderings, 
and questions that lead to new and interesting ideas.

Inquiry injects a play mindset into all learning because it 
is a process that occurs when playing.

Setting off to answer big questions through observation 
and experimentation is a more formal description of an 

inherently natural process.

From - Purposeful Play - Mraz, Porcelli & Tyler



BC Ministry of Education’s Play Today: A Guide for Families

5 Approaches to Play-Based Learning

Free Play  
is initiated and directed by children; they make decisions about 

what happens next and who does what. 
nurtures co-operation, self-confidence & independence

Inquiry Play  
starts with children’s explorations of things that interest & puzzle them;  
children see connections between objects, ideas, meanings & imaginings. 

nurtures scientific thinking, problem solving & planning

Collaborative Play 
happens when children are directing their own play and adults see an 

opportunity to enter and extend a learning opportunity with instructions, 
information, or resources. 

supports children’s understanding of themselves as learners and problem solvers

continued… POPEY
www.popey.ca
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5 Approaches to Play-Based Learning
…continued

Playful Learning 
includes play experiences that are planned by adults with specific 

learning experiences in mind, like baking together. 

invites discovery, conversation & new vocabulary

Learning Games 
are adult-directed types of play that include instructions or rules 

that guide how a game is played. Examples are doing a puzzle 
together or some yoga poses. 

encourage children’s attention and focus on challenging things,                                
while practicing social and physical skills

POPEY
www.popey.caBC Ministry of Education’s Play Today: A Guide for Families

http://www.popey.ca
http://www.popey.ca
http://www.popey.ca
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/early-learning/teach/earlylearning/play_today_family_guide.pdf


BC Ministry of Education’s Play Today: A Guide for Families

A Continuum of Play for Educators

Reflect on the types of play you plan for, and what kinds of 
opportunities your students have to engage in each kind of play.

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/early-learning/teach/earlylearning/play_today_family_guide.pdf


Place-Based Learning - Opportunities for Connection

images from the BC Early Learning Framework 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/early-learning/teach/early-learning-framework


Children develop a sense of 

place when they connect 

with their local communities 

and outdoor environment.  

Early learning is “of a place” 

when children and 

educators engage with local 

histories with respectful 

curiosity and a desire to 

contribute and share.

British Columbia Early Learning Framework

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/early-learning/teach/early-learning-framework


The Big Book of Nature Activities: A Year-Round Guide to Outdoor Learning - Monkman & Rodenburg

Nature Numbers to Ponder

The number of advertising messages a child encounters in a day

The number of hours the average North American child 
sits in front of a screen each year

2500

2738

The number of corporate logos the average child can identify

300

The number of native plants and animals the average child can identify

10



I Notice, I Wonder, It Reminds Me Of…

An exploration routine that:

supports students as they develop a mindset of curiosity and 

use language to actively and directly engage with the natural 

world 

supports social and emotional learning by offering skills for 

reflection and by setting a tone of learning, collaborating, and 

listening 

helps educators to create an inclusive and culturally relevant 

learning environment, by scaffolding cognitive thinking skills 

encourages students to reflect on, value, and share relevant 

connections from their lived experiences and perspectives

Beetles Project - Resources for Outdoor Science Programs

http://beetlesproject.org/cms/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/I-Notice-I-Wonder-It-Reminds-Me-Of.pdf


I Notice, I Wonder, It Reminds Me Of…

Beetles Project - Resources for Outdoor Science Programs

http://beetlesproject.org/cms/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/I-Notice-I-Wonder-It-Reminds-Me-Of.pdf


I Notice, I Wonder, It Reminds Me Of…

Beetles Project

★Increase curiosity about and directly engage with 
aspects of the natural world. 

★Make observations, ask questions, and relate findings 
to past experiences. 

★Learn that descriptive observations are distinct 
from statements of opinion or identification.

Students will...

“I see no more than you, but I have trained myself to 
notice what I see.” - Sherlock Holmes

http://beetlesproject.org/cms/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/I-Notice-I-Wonder-It-Reminds-Me-Of.pdf


I Notice

I Wonder

It reminds 
me of…



Time in Nature Increases…

★happiness 
★healthy risk-taking 
★stress reduction 
★self confidence  
★resilience  
★well being 
★freedom  

★Oh, and it’s free 

“No one will protect what they don’t care about; and no 
one will care about what they’ve never experienced” - 

Sir David Attenborough

Learning with Nature - Robb, Mew & Packham



Climbing a Tree

Share your ideas in the chat box, but DON’T press enter 
until the music stops.

What does a child need to consider when planning to climb a tree 
and what might they experience when climbing a tree?

Learning with Nature - Robb, Mew & Packham



Place-Based Stories as Mentor Texts

What skills and strategies does Matt use throughout the story?



Think about how your students could connect with your 
school grounds and your community at large.

• What other mentor texts could also launch student stories 
based on your local community? Could your students create 
their own “Lands” or Treasure Maps or stories set in your 
school grounds or a local park? 

• How could this kind of mentor text help launch outdoor 
education experiences that honour student choice, voice, and 
storytelling?

Reflect & Share

Share your thoughts in the chat box.



 

Educators collaborate with children and their families 
as partners in research. This means educators are 

continually observing, listening, and experimenting with 
an openness to the unexpected.

BC Early Learning Framework 

https://www.getepic.com/app/read/59657
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/early-learning/teach/early-learning-framework


Brain-Friendly Classrooms & Schools
✓safe and secure environments

• predictable routines & conditions 
• emotional respect

✓collaboration
• safe social collaboration 
• daily opportunities to use dialogue 
• listening attentively & respecting ideas

✓firsthand & multi-sensory experiences
• doing the “real thing” 
• promote brain growth and neural connections

✓choice and self-directedness
• empowering & engaging 
• take responsibility for learning 
• releases dopamine

 Adapted from - The Motivated Brain - Gregory & Kaufeldt



Brain-friendly activities

Engaging all four of the learning modalities:

Adapted from - Formative Assessment in a Brain-Compatible Classroom - Tate

brainstorming & 
discussion 

humour 

figurative language 
metaphors, similes… 

mnemonic devices 

cooperative groups 

‘you’re the expert’ 
kids teaching each other 

storytelling

Auditory

drawing & artwork 
field trips 
games 
mnemonic devices 
graphic organizers 
word webs 
manipulatives 
hands-on activities 
experiments, building… 

project/inquiry 
based learning 
technology 
writing activities

Tactile

graphic organizers 

word webs 

word clouds 

figurative language 
metaphors, similes… 

mnemonic devices 

project/inquiry 
based learning 

technology 

visualization 

visuals

Visual

drawing & artwork 

field trips 

games 

movement 
body breaks, yoga brain gym… 

role-play 

dramatic play 

work work play

Kinesthetic

Providing multiple means of engagement



Differentiation, Play & Choice

Sample activities to support:

‣ read to stuffed 
animals 

‣ act out the story 
‣ read a story using 
character voices 

‣ partner reading 
‣ be a detective 
‣ retell a story - 
favourite parts 

‣ book review  
(video, podcast, 
writing…) 

‣ group discussions 
(literacy circles, 
literacy centres, book 
clubs….)

‣ silly sentences 
‣ write an ABC book 
‣ write a “how-to” 
book 

‣ show your story 
‣ you're the expert 
‣ re-writing a story-
act it out 

‣ write a screenplay 
‣ be a writing thief! 
(using books as 
inspiration…) 

‣ tech writing 
(using tech/apps to 
create…)

‣ letter sort 
‣ letter dance 
‣ make letters 
‣ tactile letters 
‣ guess the letter 
‣ alphabet art 
‣ alphabet hopscotch 
‣ name detective 
‣ making words 
‣ sorting words 
‣ word hunts & games 
‣ illustrating words 
‣ be a mind reader

‣ use puppets or props 
to retell a book 

‣ adapt a book - make 
a movie 

‣ reading a reader's 
theatre script 

‣ performing reader's 
theatre 

‣ write a play & 
perform it 

‣ ‘would you rather’ 
questions 

‣ examining pictures/
illustrations & 
discussing 

‣ free play

POPEY K-3 Literacy Centres

https://www.popey.ca/sites/default/files/resource_downloads/Literacy%20Centres.pdf


• vary teaching resources to respond to student need, such as technology, 
including multimedia, videos, audio/ebooks in different reading levels 

• offer a wide range of student materials, such as manipulatives, large 
print, audio, video, print visuals, charts, computers, tablets, devices, 
whiteboards/markers, etc.

Resources & Materials

Assignments & Assessments
• allow students to choose how they demonstrate their knowledge -          

oral presentation, drawing/poster, comic strip, puppet show, song/poetry, video, 
display, model, etc.  

• the final product can vary in difficulty and format to allow students 
flexible choice 

• it’s important to differentiate the type and format of tasks, not just 
the quantity

Differentiated Instruction - Learn Alberta & POPEY’s Planning Strategies to Consider

for students with diverse abilities and needs 
Planning considerations 

http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/kes/pdf/or_ws_tea_elem_02_diffinst.pdf
https://popey.ca/sites/default/files/resource_downloads/Planning%20Strategies%20to%20Consider.pdf


Understanding Students to Foster Engagement & Success

YouTube

Meet 5 Year Old Miles MusicKid,  
a musical genius with a mixing ‘booth’ computer  

set up at home where he recreates famous songs by ear. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ggSWaQj7RDY


1. Tell me about a time when you learned something you were 
interested in learning. What did you do to help yourself? 

2. What’s an idea, topic, or project you’re doing right now that 
really interests you? 

3. When you make plans, how do you carry them out? 

4. What do you find to be easy about school? What’s more 
difficult for you? 

Understanding Students to 
Foster Engagement & Success

ASCD Article: Why Do Students Disengage?

https://www.ascd.org/el/articles/show-and-tell-a-video-column-why-do-students-disengage


Listen to the sound. How does it make you feel? 

Sound Connections to Nature

I Love Dirt! - Jennifer Ward

Share your feelings in the chat box





Comprehensive & Connected Literacy Experiences

Thinking

What do you notice? -  

pre-reading engagement 
and theory-building 

Talking

Hello

Hi

What do you notice? - 
  
hearing other people’s  
perspectives and voicing  
your own opinion Reading

What do you think 
Gerald is thinking? - 
  
inferring thoughts 
based on knowledge of 
the character

Writing

Thought Bubbles -  

noticing character  
development over time

JK



What do 
you notice?



Giraffes Can’t DancePOPEY

When I stop the book, write what you think 
Gerald is thinking in the Chat Box



Thought Bubbles 



What’s YOUR 
Superpower?

✓In the next two minutes, write or draw the three parts of the 
story that you reflected upon. Use your writing in the thought 
bubbles to guide your story.

✓Reflect on what you thought Gerald was thinking throughout the story

✓Turn on your camera and share your work with all of us!

 An extension when you are reading your next story: 
‣ Add in thinking bubbles at different parts  

of your story to focus on how your character is feeling

Activity Time!



Using dialogic reading 

 prompts the student to say something about the text 

 evaluates the student’s response  

 expands the student’s response by using the student’s 
words and adding information to the response 

repeats the prompt to ensure the student has picked 
up the new language 

Adapted from:  Accelerating language development through picture book reading - Whitehurst et al. 

The educator… 



Using dialogic reading 

 are active participants  

 are co-storytellers  

 take ownership of their own ideas and connections 
to the text

Adapted from:  Accelerating language development through picture book reading - Whitehurst et al. 

Students… 

The process invites children to engage in meaningful ways that  
encourage and promotes oral language development  

and a sense of curiosity about texts. 



Using dialogic reading - example dialogue

Educator: "What is happening in this picture?"  

Student: "A dog is jumping into the water.” 

Educator: "The brown dog is jumping into the water. 
It looks like a stream in the forest. What is the 
dog doing?” 

Student: "He is jumping into the stream in the 
forest."

Adapted from:  Accelerating language development through picture book reading - Whitehurst et al. 

Conversation: 



Using dialogic reading - example dialogue

Educator: "What is happening in 
this picture?"  

Student: "A dog is jumping into 
the water.” 

Educator: "The brown and black 
dog is jumping into the water. 
It looks like a stream in the 
forest. What is the dog doing?” 

Student: "He is jumping into the 
stream in the forest."

Adapted from:  Accelerating language development through picture book reading - Whitehurst et al. 

Conversation: 

Image from: Southern Living

https://www.southernliving.com/culture/pets/best-dog-names


Different prompts allow students to 
become involved in the storytelling

Completion prompts are usually used with repetitive or rhyming 
books.  

Recall prompts are questions about a book the child has already read. 

Open-ended prompts focus on the pictures in books and work best 
with rich, detailed illustrations. 

Wh- prompts begin with what, where, when, why, and how. 

Distancing prompts relate to pictures or words in the book that 
connect to experiences outside the book.

Adapted from:  Accelerating language development through picture book reading - Whitehurst et al. 

Check out the acronym CROWD: 



Mentor text to model dialogic reading 



But the walls in Evelyn’s room are sunny yellow, while mine are pink like 
cotton candy. 

We are mostly the same, just like our apartments. But not after today. 



Your Turn

Mami says not to be sad, that we will both make new friends. 
But when Evelyn waves one last time, the stickers still on her cheeks, I know 
she will always be my first major amiga, my numero uno best friend.



Talking and writing both provide concrete, 
visible ways for learners to do the thinking 
work that later becomes internalized and 
invisible.

-Lucy Calkins 
Units of Study in Reading

Image from EskiPaper.com

https://eskipaper.com/wildflower-wallpaper-1.html
http://EskiPaper.com


Writers need…

Supporting a Classroom Culture of Writing

Practice and time 

Topics and audiences that matter to them 

A storytelling and listening culture 

Varied genres, forms, purposes 

Clear goals and frequent feedback  

The time and space to approximate good writing

Columbia University Teachers’ College - Units of Study for Teaching Writing - Calkins

ASK YOURSELF: Does what I’m doing support one of these six things?

LT



Nurturing the Spark of Authorship

Columbia University Teachers’ College - Units of Study for Teaching Writing - Calkins

Three loops that support thinking and writing are: 

movement 
gestures 
sketching 

Our brains loop in information and experiences 
from different parts of our body.

Draw every day.  
Talk about it.

Students can strengthen those loops by: 

being in conversation with others 
teaching others 
asking questions



Quick Jots

Columbia University Teachers’ College - Units of Study for Teaching Writing - Calkins

When we offload information from our brains, we open up 
room for more thinking. 

This is a physical tool that helps with engagement and 
organization, and helps students manage what they know. 

Images from: Paper N Stitch Blog

https://www.papernstitchblog.com
https://www.papernstitchblog.com


Quick Jots

Columbia University Teachers’ College - Units of Study for Teaching Writing - Calkins

Quickly jot down all the words that you know about SHARKS.

In your final 30 seconds, review your words 
and see if you can sort them into categories.



great white 
hammerhead 

bull 
tiger 

Kinds

fins 
tail 

teeth 
gills

Parts
predator 

carnivorous 
cold-blooded 

solitary 

Adjectives

cartilage 
sleep swimmers 

sense of smell 
rows of teeth 

Cool Facts

Columbia University Teachers’ College - Units of Study for Teaching Writing - Calkins



In small groups, you’re going to do a round robin share: 

★the categories you sorted your shark words into 

★one fact that you find really interesting

Breakout Rooms

*5 minutes

How did this process help 
support you, and set you up for 

a successful writing experience? 

✓ individual brainstorming  
✓ jotting 
✓ sorting 
✓ small group oral sharing



Columbia University Teachers’ College - Units of Study for Teaching Reading - Calkins

Thinking strategies become reading strategies



How-To Writing
Mentor texts and discussions to support young writers

*Start thinking about a topic you could write a how-to book about…



You’re the Expert - Plan Your Own How-to Book

✓ Choose an activity you are an expert at! 

✓ Write down the first few steps for your how-to book 

✓ Before the timer runs out, enter your activity and the 
first 3 steps into the chat box 

✓ Press ENTER when the music stops

Think of something you know a lot about, like… 
★gardening 
★taking your dog for a walk 
★doing yoga  
★playing an instrument



Columbia University Teachers’ College - Units of Study for Teaching Writing - Calkins



Choice 
looks like kids setting goals, 

developing and sharing ideas, 
making rules, negotiating 
challenges, and choosing 

how long to play

Three Indicators of Playful Learning

Delight 
looks like happiness: kids smiling, 
laughing, being silly, or generally 

feeling cozy and at ease

Wonder 
looks like kids exploring, 

creating, pretending, 
imagining, and learning from 

trial and error

Harvard Graduate School of Education article: Summertime, Playtime

https://www.gse.harvard.edu/news/uk/18/06/summertime-playtime


Closing Circle: Six Word Stories

Write a six word story about choice, wonder & delight.

Safe to wonder, discover, question, explore

Share it in the chat box if you’d like…

Joyful curiosity, enthusiasm, engagement, spark

Students leading their journeys with delight



Reflections & Next Steps

Reflect on the activities & resources shared today: 
  

Inquiry, Play, Place-Based Literacy Learning  

• 5 kinds of play-based learning, continuum of play 
• I Notice, I Wonder, It Reminds Me Of… inquiry & exploration 
• Mattland - mentor text and place-based storytelling 

Brain-Friendly Literacy Activities 

• multiple means of engagement; four learning modalities 
• Giraffes Can’t Dance - connected literacy experiences 
• dialogic reading - students actively engaging with texts/stories 
• supporting informational writing - quick jots, how to books

Choose ONE thing you could add to your 
current literacy routines. Write it in the ChatBox 



Anonymous Workshop Feedback

  

1.   How would you rate this workshop? 

2.   What aspect of the workshop did you find most valuable? 

3.   Which handout(s) did you use today? 

Please answer this three-question poll on your screen:

Your feedback is greatly appreciated!



unless otherwise noted, images from:

Educlips

Presenter Media

Storyblocks
more info links are available on our website

Info Links Sources

Gatepic

more videos are available on our website
Videos

Adults Returning to Work 

Books

Units of Study in Writing - Calkins & The Reading and Writing Project

Purposeful Play - Mraz, Porcelli & Tyler

Sheep Scale - Wool for Every Day

BC Ministry of Education’s Play Today: A Guide for Families

BC Early Learning Framework 

Beetles Project - Resources for Outdoor Science Programs

Sylvia Duckworth - Infographic: Modes of Thinking

The Motivated Brain - Gregory & Kaufeldt

Formative Assessment in a Brain-Compatible Classroom - Tate

Differentiated Instruction - Learn Alberta

Accelerating language development through picture book reading - 
Whitehurst et al. 

Harvard Graduate School of Education article: Summertime, Playtime

ASCD Article: Why Do Students Disengage?

Miles MusicKid

I Love Dirt - Ward

Learning with Nature - Robb, Mew & Packham

The Big Book of Nature Activities - Monkman & Rodenburg

https://www.etsy.com/ca/shop/EduClips
http://www.presentermedia.com/
https://www.storyblocks.com/stock-image
https://www.popey.ca//
http://www.gatepic.com
https://www.popey.ca//
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3-gCRX23slw
https://samanthawan.com.au/2020/08/22/sheep-scale-meme/
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/early-learning/teach/earlylearning/play_today_family_guide.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/early-learning/teach/early-learning-framework
http://beetlesproject.org/cms/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/I-Notice-I-Wonder-It-Reminds-Me-Of.pdf
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