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 Today we are exploring…

Strategies, resources and ideas for:

The necessities of writing instruction 
Student voice and choice - topics that matter 
Demonstration Writing - writing to students 
Interactive Writing - writing with students 
Independent Writing - writing by students / book making

a Writing Workshop framework that includes a mini-lesson and 
varied forms of independent and guided practice, including: 

using a balance of theory, practice, and active engagement 



 Six Word Stories

Write a six word story about the power of writing.

Inspired ideas make stories come alive.

Reading and writing flourish together harmoniously.

Imagination and creativity captured to share.

Share yours in the Chat box…



“Primary classrooms should be places where 
there are writing demonstrations and discussions  

every day about what comes next and why. 

They should be places where there's a 
strong connection between reading and writing, 
as students look to mentor texts as models."

6+1 Traits of Writing - Culham

Nurturing and Supporting Young Writers



What We Know About Writing Development

‣ explicit and sequenced instruction that helps them progress 
along a learning continuum 

‣ critical feedback that helps them know next steps 

‣ extensive opportunities to write on topics they care about

Units of Study in Opinion, Information, and Narrative Writing - Calkins, The Reading and Writing Project

Kids need:



Kids need extensive opportunities to write on topics they care about

Think of some of your favourites:

Can you come up with a list of 3-5 things that you would 
be excited to write about? (Nonfiction and/or fiction)

What Topics Do You Care About?

Units of Study in Opinion, Information, and Narrative Writing - Calkins, The Reading and Writing Project

 KINDS OF WRITING TO READ - Mystery novels, memoirs, adventure 
stories, true crime, travel writing, historical fiction, informational… 

TOPICS - Hobbies, places, people, activities, foods, music, animals…

Please share in the Chat box…



 The Developmental Stages of Writing

•oral language can equal print

•imitates adult writing
•understanding concepts of print

Emergent

A Guide to Effective Instruction in Writing - K-3 - Ontario EducationAdapted from:

•groups sentences into paragraphs

•uses forms for the appropriate audience

•follows the steps of the writing process

•writes for a variety of purposes

•uses a variety of spelling strategies

Fluent

•writing is used to communicate a message

•begins to understand the purpose for writing

•uses some basic writing forms

•expresses ideas in simple sentences

•often uses inventive spelling

Early

http://www.eworkshop.on.ca/edu/resources/guides/guide_writing_%20k_3.pdf


Necessities of Writing Instruction … 1 of 2

whole 
class

Units of Study in Opinion, Information, and Narrative Writing - Calkins, The Reading and Writing Project 

• Writing needs to be taught like any other basic skill, with 

explicit instruction and ample opportunity for practice.

• Children need to write for real, to write the kinds of texts they 

see in the world, and to write for an audience of readers.

• Children need to be immersed in a listening and storytelling 

culture where their voices are valued and heard.

• Children will especially invest themselves in their writing 

if they write about subjects that are important to them.

• Children need to be taught phonemic awareness and phonics.



whole 
class

•Children need to be explicitly taught how to write; not just 
spelling and conventions, but also the qualities and strategies 
of good writing.

•Children need the opportunity and instruction necessary 
for them to cycle through the writing process.

•For children to write well, they need opportunities to 
read and to hear texts read, and to read as writers.

•Children need clear goals and frequent feedback, 
to know what their next steps might be.

Units of Study in Opinion, Information, and Narrative Writing - Calkins, The Reading and Writing Project 

Necessities of Writing Instruction … 2 of 2



Writing Workshop

Adapted from: Units of Study - Calkins & Mindsets and Moves - Goldberg & The Daily Five - Boushey & Moser

How the classroom runs

1 2

3

mini-lesson

independent practice 
time

-conferring with students 

-teaching small groups 

-providing mid-workshop 
small teaching moments

-working privately  

-working with a partner 

-working in a group

sharing
‣ teacher 
‣ students

celebrate 
link

‣ focus on a skill 
or strategy

Teacher is: Students are:

connect 
teach

whole 
class

2

31



Mini-Lesson Format in Detail

Format from - Units of Study - Calkins & The Reading and Writing Project

6-10 minutes total

Teach
•crystallize what you plan to teach in this mini-lesson - today’s goal & steps to reach it 
•provide concrete instruction to demonstrate today’s skill or strategy

2-3 minutes

Connection
•connect the context of the day’s teaching with the work the class has been doing  
•name the teaching point for the lesson 

1 minute

Link
• re-state the teaching point – connect it to not just today, but every day 
• they go & do their own work, working independently & collaboratively w their partners

1 minute

Active Engagement
• “Now you try it” & provide students with a bit of guided practice (scaffolded learning) 
•everyone has a go, working with a partner or small group, while the teacher listens and 
coaches

2-3 minutes



whole 
class

Writing TO Children: Modelled Writing

★ show students again and again what to do  

★ reveal actions, thinking, decisions and mindsets 

★ not just telling WHAT you want to write 

★ but showing HOW you're going to write it

Modelled Writing is Explicit Teaching

A bee 
flew in 
the …



Demonstration Sample with the Whole Class

whole 
class

Teacher Writing: tire swing, slide, swings, bridge

Adding labels to a picture

Units of Study in Writing - Calkins & The Reading and Writing Project



Teacher Modelling - Practice Storytelling

whole 
class

Units of Study in Opinion, Information, and Narrative Writing - Calkins, The Reading and Writing Project



Getting Ideas for Stories & Practicing Storytelling

whole 
class

Units of Study in Opinion, Information, and Narrative Writing - Calkins, The Reading and Writing Project

Practice telling a partner with a storyteller’s voice 

Pictures and words can tell who, where, and what happened 

Use speech bubbles

Oral rehearsal (storytelling) helps young writers 
develop a sense of storybook language.

Think of something that happened or something you did

I went to a 
birthday party!



whole 
class

Writing With Children: Interactive Writing

★ students and educators compose writing together   

★ transitional tool to move students forward 

★ find reasons to write across the curriculum 

★ notice details of the written language 

Interactive writing is dynamic and collaborative

Interactive Writing - McCarrier, Pinnell & Fountas

Wow



whole 
class

Key Features of Interactive Writing

Interactive Writing - McCarrier, Pinnell & Fountas

Wow

Write for 
authentic 
purposes 

Share the 
task of 
writing 

Use 
conversation 

to support 
the process 

Create a 
common 

text 

Use the 
conventions 
of written 
language 

Make 
letter-sound 
connections 

Connect 
reading and 

writing 

Teach 
explicitly 

Children are invited to compose with the teacher…



Interactive Writing: How to Brush Your Teeth

whole 
class

Interactive Writing - McCarrier, Pinnell & Fountas

Children are invited to compose the directions, as they 
think about each step needed to brush their teeth.

Ask students to think about/share the steps 
Orally rehearse how to brush your teeth - group chat 
Decide which step is first, second, third, etc. 
Enter your first three steps into the Chat Box

Say the first sentence twice to make sure everyone agrees  
At an easel, begin constructing the first sentence by getting 
students to give sounds/letters at various parts (easy to hear 
consonants and high frequency words) 
Re-read often and add in punctuation 
Summarize the learning that took place



Writing By Children: Using Mentor Texts

whole 
class

★ students read texts like writers   

★ students realize there is no ONE way to write 

★ books can be co-teachers in your classroom 

★ notice details of the written language 

You can use reading to teach writing…

The Writing Thief - Culham



Book Making: Workshop for Emergent Writers

whole 
class

Is developmentally appropriate. Brings a sense of play to making. 

Encourages children to do bigger work and develop stamina for writing. 

Causes children to live like writers  

Makes the ‘reading like writers’ connection so clear. 

Helps children begin to understand the process of composition and 

decision-making. 

Helps children begin to understand genre, purpose & audience

Making Books…

Learning Through Language, Learning About Language

beliefs guide actions
A Teacher’s Guide to Getting Started with Beginning Writers - Wood Ray & Cleaveland



Book Making

whole 
class

TIME  

10-20 minutes - WRITERS’ MEETING (whole class) 

The teacher leads conversations, demonstrations, and 

inquiries connected to a unit of study. 

30-40 minutes - INDEPENDENT WORK 

The children make books. 

5-10 minutes - SHARE & REFLECTION (whole class) 

Writers tell stories of process.  

What children need to get started…

Extend the time for independent work a little each day 

A Teacher’s Guide to Getting Started with Beginning Writers - Wood Ray & Cleaveland



Book Making: What Children Need to Get Started

whole 
class

1. TIME - conversations, demonstrations, students writing & sharing their process 

2. SPACE - deciding where they can do their best work as a writer is a decision 
the children can own 

3. BLANK BOOKS - lines set an expectation for print that makes some children 
think “I don’t know how to do that, so I can’t.” 

4. WRITING TOOLS - Students choose from separate tubs for crayons, 
coloured pencils, and markers; bins for blank, pre-stapled books; ABC charts 

5. AN IMAGE OF BOOKMAKING - students know what books look like; that 
PEOPLE make books; a finished book is the result of someone’s work to make 
that book - taking action from ideas

Bottom Line: If children aren’t TRYING to write, 
they aren’t LEARNING to write. 

A Teacher’s Guide to Getting Started with Beginning Writers - Wood Ray & Cleaveland



Charts to Support Emergent & Early Writers

whole 
class

POPEY’s Word Work Resources

http://popey.ca/word-work


 Sources

more info links are available on our website

Info Links

Books

Units of Study in Writing - Calkins & The Reading and Writing Project

6+1 Traits of Writing - Culham

A Teacher’s Guide to Getting Started with Beginning Writers - Wood Ray & Cleaveland

 Mindsets and Moves - Goldberg

Interactive Writing - McCarrier, Pinnell & Fountas

A Quick Guide to Reaching Struggling Writers - Cruz

The Writing Thief - Culham

more videos are available on our website
Videos

Dillon Helbig’s Library Book

A Guide to Effective Instruction in Writing - K-3 - Ontario Education

 The Daily Five - Boushey & Moser

Macro Education - Calvin & Hobbes

POPEY’s Word Work Resources POPEY’s Writing Resources

 A Tuesday Poem - Messner

https://www.popey.ca//
https://www.popey.ca//
https://youtu.be/zWHdm7s3SVY
http://www.eworkshop.on.ca/edu/resources/guides/guide_writing_%20k_3.pdf
http://www.macroeducation.org/educational-wisdom-of-calvin-and-hobbes/#comment-188
http://popey.ca/word-work
http://popey.ca/writing
https://katemessner.com/a-tuesday-poem-revolution-for-the-tested/
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